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Introduction

This book is a compilation of some of the
comics and other literature produced by the
Jesus Christians of Australia, who were origi-
nally described by the media as the Rappville
Christians, because they started their com-
munity (in 1982) in a disused general store in
Rappville, not far from Lismore, New South
Wales.

Some of the comics included in this book
have become collectors items, as they are
now extremely rare. Others have been printed
and reprinted many times over the years.

Addresses on the various comics and tracts
printed in this book are all out of date by now,
apart from the Box A678 address in Sydney
South. Mail sent to any other address will be
returned, as the forwarding instructions would
have lapsed at those addresses years ago.



1. Helping Hands

The Lismore area is famous for hippy com-
munes; but the Rappville Christians were fa-
mous for more than being a Christian commune.
They also believed in hard work... which they
freely offered to their neighbours. Communes
around Lismore would call onthe Rappville Chris-
tians whenever they wanted lantana cleared, a
house painted, or other labour done for free.

"Helping Hands" was one of the earliest com-
ics produced by the group. It was illustrated by
Gary McKay, when he was only 13.

(An interesting bit of trivia is that it credits
Benjamin Franklin with a quote from Thomas
Edison on the final pages.)

Gary illustrated the comic three years be-
fore he became famous worldwide for joining
five other young people in a "walk of faith"
across the Nullarbor Plain, without taking any
food, water, money, or other supplies for their
journey. (For a 250-page account of that
walk, taken from the diaries of the walkers,
write to Box A678, Sydney South 1235, and
ask for a copy of "Walk of Faith".)

1. HELPING HANDS

HELPING

YOu CAN SAY A LOT WITH
YOUR HANDS !

HANDS CAN
SHOW LOVE

WE NEED To HUG THE
PEOPLE WE LOVE.BUT SOME
PEOPLE CANNOT DO THIS.

HERE 1S A FAMOUS
STATUE OF THE GODDESS
OF LOVE. BUT SHE HAS NO
HANDS .

A Lot oF "Love" IS
LIKE THAT.

PEOPLE JUST BECOME
THINGS , AND THEY CANNOT
REALLY “TOUCH" EACH OTHER.

3.
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WE HAVE BEEN TAUGHT
TO“LOVE” THE THINGS WE
MAKE WITH OUR HANDS.
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UNITED PERMANENT, | \;\?e‘

o
Co¥es.

BUT THINGS DONT
HAVE FEELINGS, AND PEOPLE
DO. IT TAKES PATIENCE AND
HUMILITY TO LOVE PEOPLE

TD LIKE TO TRADE
MY WIFE IN ON A
NEWER MODEL !

FOR SALE

SoME PEOPLE TALK ABOUT
LOVE, BUT DON'T DO MUCH
To SHow IT. THE BIBLE
SAYS THEY SHOULD PUT
"HANDS" To THEIR PRAYERS,
(I TmoTHy 2:8)

gy PLEASE HELP
f\ THE Poor

1. HELPING HANDS 5
WE CAN USE OUR HANDS You CAN USE
To GIVE GODS SPIRIT OF YOUR HANDS

LOVE TO PEOPLE.

READ Acrs BIIT-18 Anp Romans 16:16
IN THE. BIBLE .

TO HEAL.

Acrs 5:12, Tames 54
MARK 62, LUKE [0:33-3%,

AND You CAN
USE YOUR
HANDS TO \
HELP...

OR You CAN USE YOUR
HANDS TO HURT.

AcTs 2:23, 1 Tm.5:22,
R LTy 2 y

EARLY CHRISTIANS WERE
ToLD To WORK WITH

( EPHESIANS 4:28
% I THESSAL ONUANS 4:(]
L 29 )




SOMETHING DIFFERENT

ANYONE WHO JUST TALKED
RELIGION (Like MOST reLicious
PEOPLE Do ToDAY.) WASN'T
EVEN ALLOWED To EAT.
(mTmess. 3:10)

MAYBE THAT'S WHY
S0 MANY LAZY PEOPLE
DROPPED OUT OF THESE
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES
(AcTs 2:44-45, HEBREWS 10:24+25)
AND STARTED WORKING FOR
NON- CHRISTIAN EMPLOYERS,

NOW ALL THEY HAVE

THEY GIVE THEIR HANDS
TO A SELFISH WORLD AND
SAY THEIR"HEARTS  BELONG
To GOD,

THE TRUTH MAY HURT
(Messews nat-s), BUT IT CAN
HELP To GET US OVER BE-
NG LAZY.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
A GREAT INVENTOR,WRITER
AND LEADER ONCE SAID:

To DO 1S"PLAY CHURCH'. \3.
LIFE 1S 1% CAN You
R LEWD A HAND?

PERSPIRATION.

We need people who
arent afraid to work.
Were building a whole
new world,and Eyou
can be a part of it.
write to:

PO.BOX A678

STH SYDNEY, 2000.

2. Lombardi

One of the original members of the Rappville
Christians was a young man named Malcolm
Wrest. Malcolm was another one of the
Nullarbor walkers. He left the group after the
walk, having been a member for four years.

While he was still in the group, Malcolm
wrote the text for a comic that sought to further
illustrate the group's attitude toward work.
There was some backlash against the refer-
ence to Lombardi being ltalian (on page 1),
although it was meant as a humorous re-
minder of our ethnic origins, in that the "aver-
age" Australian is either a migrant or the de-
scendant of a migrant.

"Lombardi" sought to communicate to the
growing number of unemployed people in Aus-
traliathat being without paid employment does
not mean that they cannot do something use-
ful and constructive with their lives. The mes-
sage was similar to that which was contained
in another mini comic, entitled "Time", which
appears near the end of this book, starting at
page 177.
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LOMBARDI GYRO s A TYPICAL
YOUNG AUSTRALUAN.
HE'S ITALIAN.

HES ALSO UNEMELOYED!
-1-

2. LOMBARDI FINDS A JOB

ONE DAY LOMBARDIS FRIEND,
CORNELIUS CAME BY.

HI LomBARDI!
WHY 50 GLuM?

LOMBARDI EXPLAINED THE
MISERIES_OF UNEMPLOYMENT.

BUT LOMBARDI
NO ONE HAS 10 BE
UNEMPLOYED!

YOU MAY NOT BE
PAID TO DO WHAT YOU
WANT TO DO, BUT LETS FACE
\T, REALLY MPORTANT THINGS
HAVE ONLY BEEN ACHIEVED BY
PEOPLE WHD ACTED RE-

-&-

IF YOU WERE DOING SOME THING
YOU HATED OR DION'T BELIEVE IN...
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YOU WOULD BE NO BETTER THAN
A SLAVE.

BUT I'D STARVE

WITHOUT MONEY!

2. LOMBARDI FINDS A JOB

11

FIND THE THINGS You ENJOY
DOING: THEN USE THEM TO

HELP OTHERS. @
N
LOVE::"

¥

IF YOU WORK FOR LOVE Yoult

YOUR OTHER PROBLEMS AT THE
SAME TIME THAT YOU HELP OTHERS

-13-

THEN YOU WON'T STARVE JF
YOU DO SOMETHING FOR OTH-
ERS AS WELL.MAKF YOUR-
SELF USEFUL AMD YOU'LL
NEVER GO HUNGRY.

IF YOURE REALLY
KEEN YOU CAN CONTACT
THE PEOPLE WHO GAVE YOU
THIS BOOKLET AND LIVE AND
WORK WITH THEM AS
FULL-TIME CHRISTIAN

LEARN MORE ABOUT
HOoW You cAN MAKE THE
WORLD A BETTER PLACE |
WRITE TO US AT:

Box Ab78 Box 353
SYDNEY S™ " GEELONG
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3. Living by Faith

Although it did not come across strongly in
comics such as "Lombardi Finds a Job", the
Rappville Christians were interested in doing
more than just consoling people who could not
find work.

They believed that working for love was an
important Christian teaching, and that it could
work for the entire population. Consequently,
they would actively encourage people who
already had jobs to quit them and to adopt the
lifestyle that they themselves had adopted.

The most common question people would
ask when this became clear was, "How do you
survive if you don't work for money?"

"Living by Faith--How to Do It" was devel-
oped as an answer for that. It was later
enlarged into a poster, and thousands of them
were put up around Australia as well as in the
United States.

We have altered the layout of the text to fit
the pages of this book. But what it says (and
the artwork) are the same as that which ap-
peared on the original tract.

3. LIVING BY FAITH 13

LIVING BY FAITH
How to do it!

Jesus Christ taught
people not to worry
about feeding and cloth-
ing themselves. He
promised us that, if we
work to build his"king-
dom" (a world of faith
and love), hewould feed
and clothe us. (Matthew
6:25-33)

He called all workers
to come and work for
him (Matthew 11:29-
30), not working for
"food that perishes".
(John 6:27)

He said we can't work for God and money at the
same time. (Luke 16:13)

And he said that if we don't give up all that we
own, we cannot be his followers. (Luke 14:33)

What amazing teachings!
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WecandismissJesusasafanatic, or wecanfollow him
and seewhat happens. Wedidthelatter and found seven
simplerulesfor living by faithinthereal world.

PRAY: If you'rego-
ingtotry walkingonwa-
ter, you better know what
you'redoing. Y our fam-
ily, friendsandfearsall
will fighttostopyouliv-
ing by faith. Be honest
with God and learn to
hear hisvoice.

SIMPLIFY : Besatisfiedwith enough food and clothes
(I Timothy 6:8) for today only. (Luke11:3) Anythingelse
isan extrathat God may giveyou. Butif hedoesn't,it'sno
excuseto put off living by faith until he does.

YoRG ik SELL: Sell all that
| m@&‘ﬁ&%&i’t" *[ " you own. (Luke 18:22)
[}

DO ¢F Gpp 13 AT HA2 If you have debts, the
cash belongstothoseyou
owe. (Romans13:8) Pay
your debts and then use
what islefttodoall that
Jesushastoldyoutodo.
(Mark 16:15)

b
- PPy

3. LIVING BY FAITH 15

GIVE: Don't expect otherstodo all thegiving. You
have something that you can giveto the needy. (Luke
12:32-34) Sogiveit...regularly... secretly...and with no
way of getting somethinginreturn. (Matthew 6:1-4)

WORK: Youhaveanew Employer (God) and new
motive (love), but if youwon't work for Him, do not
expect to befed. (Il Thessalonians 3:10) Y ou show
your faith by your works. (James2:18) Do whatever
you can to show lovein action, and forget about pay.

ASK: Jesus told his disciples to ask who was
worthy to helpthem. (Luke10:7-8; Matthew 10:10-
11) Don't beashamedto ask for food or clothesif you
do not havethem. (I Corinthians9:7-14) But don't beg
(i.e. don't pressurethem if they say no) or be greedy
(i.e. ask for thingsthat you don't really need).
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SHARE: Don'twork alone. (Matthew 18:20) Early
Christianslived together and shared everything. (Acts
2:44-45; and 4:32-35) Your effortswill bemorefruit-
ful if donein company with other Christians. (Matthew
18:19; Luke 10:1, and Hebrews 10:25)

If youdon't know

C::ﬁ{? anyone else who

lives by faith and

teaches othersto do

the same, why not

look into working
with us.

R
i) In conclusion,
Don't say, "In four
months I'll begin to
harvest."

Look, thefields areripe already for harvesting.
The harvest isplenteous, but the labourersare few.
Pray that God will send forth labourers into His
harvest. (John 4.:35, Matthew 9:37)

“When chickens quit aluarrelling N p°
over their food, they often Find s

that there i$ enough for all of them.

I wonder if it might not be the sameﬁ’ml'

W
with the human rade!’ -Don Marquis . - 7

17

4. Rip-offs

The Rappville Christians were notorious for
ripping off other artists (including musicians)
and adapting their work to suit themselves.

A favorite of theirs was Ron Cobb. The
group felt a spiritual affinity with him, and his
cartoons often appeared in their publications,
unaltered. Two examples, which became cov-
ers for two of their "mini-mags", appear on the
next two pages. Other Ron Cobb drawings
can be found on page 44 and page 139.

One of their best rip-offs was taken from an
American cartoon strip, called Luann. They
used the pictures just as they appeared in the
strip, but replaced all of the speech balloons
with their own text, to create a discussion
between two young women about the subject
of living by faith.

In its Christianised form, the message from
the Luann strip had to do with all of the ex-
cuses that people come up with for not acting
on something that is difficult orinconvenient...
in this case, living by faith.
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GETTING IT

4. RIP-OFFS 19

BURNING
ISSUES
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BUANN
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DeAr DIARY:
ImM 60WG TO
START

WAYS | CAN

BE MORE
SPIR\TUAL...

4. RIP-OFFS 21

[ THAT WOULD INVOLVE GETTING RID OF
MY SOFT BED... AND MY DOG.... I'M

I'D PROBABLY HAVE 1O LEAVE MY
FAMILY... AND MY FRIENDS... AND
MY APARTMENT... MAYRE EVEN MY
COUNTRY. PEOPLE WOULD THINK
| HAVE LOST MY MIND...

AND WHAT IF | FOUND
OUT IT ISN'T REALLY
WHAT GOD WANTED ME
TO DO? HE MIGHT BE
ANGRY WITH ME...

| COULD GET SUCKED INTO SOME | THINK | KNOW ... IWHAT ABOUT My
DANGEROUS CULT, AND END up | |WHY WE NEVER, HE.ALTH..-EWCA‘;M

DRINKING POISON, OR SHAVING
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5. Wages and Gifts

The concept of living by faith was so radical
that few people could even begin to grasp how
it would work in actual practice. So Gary's
brother, Kevin, set about simplifying it in such
comics as "Wages and Gifts"

Kevin was the community's primary illustra-
tor for more than fifteen years, until he left to
start his own community in 1998. His artwork
was instrumental in getting the group recog-
nised worldwide, and it became one of the
easiest ways to identify members of the
Rappville Christians (or Jesus Christians).

In "Wages and Gifts", Kevin takes the termi-
nology from a traditional evangelical Bible
guotation (i.e. "The wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life.") and applies it to
living by faith.

According to the "Wages and Gifts" comic,
people who live by faith in God depend on
"gifts", whereas people who live by faith in
money depend on wages.

One approach brings spiritual life, and the
other brings spiritual death.

5. WAGES AND GIFTS 23

=

P S WA
= = = o

IF YOU LIKE WHAT
WE ARE SAYING WHY NOT
SEND FOR OTHER BOOK-
LETS IN THIS SERIES.

WRITE TO US TODAY !
BOX A678 STH SYDNEY 2000.
AUSTRALIA

WE PAY MONEY FOR CLOTHES.
WE PAY MONEY FOR RENT.

WE PAY FOR FOOD, PETROL,
PARKING SPACES, TOWN WATER,
AND MEDICAL TREATMENT.
EVEN THE SERVICES THAT
APPEAR TO BE FREE, LIKE
LIBRARIES, PARKS, AND THE
USE OF ROADS, ARE PAID FOR
BY TAXES.
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5. WAGES AND GIFTS

25

BUT THE MONEY WE PAY FOR
THESE GOODS AND SERVICES
DOES NOT REALLY DO ANY-
THING.IT IS A MYTH-PART OF
A UNIVERSAL RELIGION CALLED
“ECONOMICS™

FROM THE TIME WE ARE.
VERY YOUNG, WE ARE TAUGHT
TO EXPECT PAYMENT, Ok “WAGES™
FOR EVERYTHING WE DO. WAGES
MAY BE LOLLIES, BEADS,
SHELLS, COINS, OR JUST NUM-

BERS ON A BALANCE SHEET.
3.

% AT THESE TWO POINTS WE INTERACT WITH THE SYSTEM.
ACCEPT AID FROM (§ OFFER AID TO) SYSTEMITES, BUT REFUSE
ACKNOWLEDGE FROM

7

WE ARE TOLD THAT WE
COULD NOT SURVIVE WITHOUT
WAGES. THE TOKENS (CALLED
MONEY) THAT WE RECEIVE AS
WAGES BECOME A"MEANS OF
EXCHANGE, IN AWORLD WHERE
PEOPLE DO NoT TRUST OTHER
PEOPLE TO HELP THEM FREE-
LY. WHEN WE HAVE MONEY WE
DONT NEED TO TRUST PEOPLE;
WE CAN FORCE THEM TO WORK
FOR US...BUT ONLY IF THEY.
T00. STAY CONVINCED THAT
THEY COULD NOT SURVIVE
WITHOUT MONEY.

5.

WORKING FOR WAGES DESTROYS
GOOD HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS.
THIS SYSTEM STEMS FROM
DISTRUST: IT ALSO LEADS TO
COMPETITION, PRIDE, SELF -
RIGHTEOUSNESS, HATRED, AND
FULL-SCALE WARS, (2west1-3)
PEOPLE WHO ARE WORKING
FOR WAGES ARE NEVER REALLY
FREE.EVEN IF THEY LIKE THEIR
WORK MOST OF THE TIME, THEY
KNOW THAT THEY CANNOT LEAVE
IT OR UPSET THEIR EMPLOYERS
FOR FEAR OF LOSING THEIR
JOBS. THEY AREQSLWES TOTHE
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6. A New Economic

THIS SUBTLE DISSATISFAC- WOULD FORGET ABOUT MONEY
TION MAKES WAGE-EARNERS RE- AND JUST DO THINGS THAT ARE -
SENT ANYONE WHO BREAKS FREE | WELPFUL FOR OTHER PEOPLE. P()Ilcy
FROM THE SYSTEM. NON WAGE- THEY WOULD ACTUALLY WORK
?ﬁ“&%% m&sﬂ‘:ﬁf’" ENVYING By far, the most popular (and also the most
THE BLUDGERS, BUT ARE FRIGHT- BUT COULD THEY SURVIVE widely distributed) of the group's early publi-
wnﬁmﬁ%m WITHOUT WAGES? WE BELIEVE cations was one that used the mini-comic
AR PR ALES S R Tm;:;m(mﬁamou format, but which included whole pages of
“vinmnsum DEFENCES FOR GIFTS.THEIR TIME AND POSS- typed text.

M:EEL:;"E'WWS"- ESSIONS WOULD BECOME GIFTS "A New Economic Policy" has been distrib-
BE GENUINELY HAPPY,.IF THEY TO OTHERS. AND OTHERS WOULD uted in Europe and North America, (in French
BE GENU GIVE GIFTS TO THEM. ; .

(e bws) | 12. and English) and has been especially well

received by university students, who appreci-
ate its fresh, un-religious approach to world
economics.

PEOPLE WHO LIVE BY GIFTS, HELLO

=

(RATHER THAN BY WAGES ) HAVE s JonES: :

MORE TIME. TO MAKE FRIENDS This tract went much farther than the
AND LESS NEED FOR POSSESS- "Wages and Gifts" tract in terms of teaching
?;:S;’;‘:Oﬁm:ﬁ”& the priniciples behind the Jesus Christian
TIONSHIPS ANYWAY.) THEY DONT belief that everyone can and should live by
GET RICH. BUT THEN THEY DONT ! faith.

NEED TO GET RICH T BE HAPPY. f W It has even been used by some economics
BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE IM- » u teachers, to give students a better under-
PORTANT THINGS. (M. 6:26) =S standing of basic economic priniciples.

13,

The cover has been changed several times,
to reflect local currency.
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This leaflet will not answer all of
your questions. Send us any ques-
tions you have on our new economic
policy, and we will try to answer each
of them.

We have
other tracts
with titles
like Wages
and Gifts;
Time; The
Emperor's
New
Clothes;
and Living
by Faith.

Please enclose a few cents to help
with postage and printing.

Box A678, Sydney South 1235

6. A NEW ECONOMIC POLICY 29

A NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
An Introduction

Anyone knows that material wealth is
measured in goods: apples, cars, shoes,
sheep.. When the number and quality of
thesethingsincreases, wealthincreases.

But economists disagree. They say
they can make wealth by destroying
goods, by producing fewer goods, or by
producing goods of poorer quality.

Ifwe would use the technology, labour
and resources available to us, the entire
planet could enjoy an amazingly high
standard of living. But experts say it
wouldn'tbe good for the economy. Why?

Because the economists work for the
rich and not for the poor. They are only
interested in higher profits for the sell-
ers... even if it means fewer sales at a
higher price to the consumers.

-1-

Farmers can make more by destroy-
ing half the crop and tripling the price.
Half the country goes hungry, but econo-
mists say it will increase wealth. Do you
see a flaw in their thinking?

The flaw is that they confuse money
with wealth. Butwho dares to correct it?
You can't eat money... or wear it. It's
only useful if you trade it for something
else. But with present economic policy,
there'll be less and less to trade it for.
-2-

What is Money
Before money existed, people were
still greedy; but when you traded chick-
ens for wheat, there were limits to how
many chickens you could carry home,
house, and maintain.

True, some had more than others, but
itwas unthinkable thatanyone could have
amillion (much less, abillion) chickensin
their backyard. If others in your village
were starving while you had even athou-
sand, it was hard to justify such disparity.

-3-

Then someone invented money. It
was easier to carry, store, maintain, and
hide. You could own the world, without
actually putting it in your backyard.

Poor people could work in your facto-
ries, shop in your supermarkets, do busi-
ness in your skyscrapers, even drive on
yourroadsin cars financed by your banks,
and never feel angry abouthow unfairitis.

Now the rich control the media, edu-
cation, religion, even the government.
They get us to believe they have a right
to destroy the world to increase their
wealth, and we think that whatever is
good for BHP is good for all of us.

Worse still, we have started playing
theirgame. We believe money is the key
to happiness. The whole world has lost
touch with reality in our obsession with
getting more money. This is madness!

-4-

Work vs Play

The struggle for more money not only
hurts the losers, but it also hurts the
winners, making their lives a rat race.

Musicians, actors, athletes, and kids
play. Others work. What's the differ-
ence? Usually players don'tget paid and
workers do. But with increased leisure,
people are making 'play’ of many activi-
ties. Prisoners study law; grandmothers
take up flying; businessmen start hobby
farmsl And they do it with no promise of
pay. Are they working or playing?

They are plorking (say plurking).
Plorking is a combination of playing and
working. It means being creative, pro-
ductive, or usefulwithout being concerned
about being paid for it.

Some people like their jobs and would
not trade them for anything. These lucky

-5-

plorkers (who just happen to be paid for
it) are more reliable, more dedicated and
more contented than their workmates.

If everyone did the things they wanted
to do, they would be more productive,
and society would be richer for it. Butthe
money myth has convinced people that
they must spendtheir lives making money
rather than being happy and productive.

People who aren't interested in mak-
ing money are made to feel they are
useless. They are told that they are sin-
ning against the world that feeds them
untilthey startmaking money. Nothought
is given to how creative, useful, or pro-
ductive the non-wage earners may be.

Yet, if players are the best workers,
then more effort should be made to en-
courage people to play, instead of con-
demning the few who do.

-6-
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Where Do Wars Come From?

To most people, we fight wars be-
cause people in another country are evil
and we (the good people) must stop
them. Butitisn'tthatsimple. Remember,
people in the other country are being told
the same things about us.

Greed is the great flaw in communism
as well as capitalism. Both sides try to
destroy the other for the same reason...
greed. Wars are just an extension of the
greed that operates at every level of
society. But it's easier to see the horror
of such a motivation when we look at the
devastation of war.

Tragically, the rich on both sides do not
fight their own wars. They sacrifice the
lives of the poor in their quest for power.

The war goes on within the country
too. There are constant battles between

-7-

employers and employees. It operates
on the family and individual level as well,
in the form of almost constant tension.

Sexism, racism, generation gaps all
come from a desire to explain the empti-
ness that greed has left in our spirits, by
blaming someone else.

For your own sanity, for unity in your
family, for prosperity in your country, and
for the survival of the human race, some-
one mustbeginto declarewarongreed...
before we all destroy ourselves!

-8-

A New Motivation

Though there was much criticism of
the space race in the 60s and 70s, it met
a human need in a much more positive
way than Vietnam. The Peace Corps
was an even better alternative. (Big
programs like these need big govern-
ments to make them work; but we're
saying that you can act personally even
if the rest of society doesn't co-operate.)

We all enjoy a challenge. If we're not
building, we're destroying. And far too
often we think the way to build ourselves
up is to tear someone else down.

What is needed is a vision and com-
mitment that are both positive and all-
encompassing. We believe the goal
must be total love... for all mankind. Our
aggression must be directed against the
lies that are destroying the world.

-9-

We are talking about more than a new
religion or new political party. We need
a community of people who will refuse to
let money be a motive for anything they
do... people who will seek daily to use all
their skills, energy, and resources to ex-
press love for others.

In time this love could spread and
affect others. Real love could usherin a
whole new world order. We have found
such love is more powerful than life itself.

A few of us have begun to work for
love rather than for money. We have
given up everything we own, and we are
prepared to die for love.

We have already found that such com-
mitment pays dividends in terms of inner
fulfillment, increased awareness, and a
zest for life. We believe we've hit on the
answer to the world's problems.

-10-

The Source

This is always the hardest part to get
across: Our policy came from the teach-
ings of Jesus. Yes, we're Christians.

Please don't confuse us with all that
passes for Christianity today. Jesus said
some amazing things that the churches
ignore. He called his new economic policy
the good news of the kingdom of God.

It's important to bring God into it for a
couple of reasons. For one thing, we can
easily end up letting go of money and
thenfighting over whatitcanbuy. Justas
goods are more important than money,
so God is more important than goods.
He's the source of all true wealth.

The obvious question (If we don't help
ourselves, whowill?) has ananswerwhen
you bring God into it. If you work for love,
you work for God. So it becomes his re-

-11-

sponsibility to look after your needs. And
we've found that he does!

God comes into it too, when you try to
decide the best way to love others. Only
He knows the future and what makes
people tick; and he explains a lot about
the overall plan in the Bible.

Some good places to start, if you want
to study the source of our theory and the
source of real wealth, are Mathew 6:19-
34, and James, chapters 4 and 5. We
have a lot of other literature on the sub-
ject, if you are interested.

The Cost

It's not realistic to expect everyone to
instantly accept our new policy. People
have been conditioned against it for too
long. To really change the world, you
must change people's hearts, and that's
a tall order. But never under-estimate
the power of one life.

People like Gandhi, Socrates, and
Jesus have had a big influence on his-
tory because they believed some things
were more important than life itself.

One such individual in today's world
could make a big difference, and even a
dozen such people could start a spiritual
revolution that could change history.

There have been armies that were
willing tokill for what they believed. Why
not an army of people who are willing to
die for what they believe?

-13-

We can give our lives by dying quickly
for this new world order, or we can give
our lives a day at a time by labouring
patiently and faithfully to bring a little light
to a dark and dying world.

Remember, if you change even one
small part of the world, you have still
changed the world. Much change is slow
and gradual.

The message we preach often causes
peopletoreactinirrational anger. Some-
times they themselves do not know why
they are reacting in the way they do. But
if our motives are only to show love, then
even a hateful response indicates that
we are getting people thinking. Just
keep on loving and you'll succeed.

When they have done all they can to
stop us, and we continue to love, they will
know thenthatlove is stronger than hate.

-14-
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/7. The Job Myth

A sequel to "A New Economic Policy" dealt
with the specific topic of jobs. It appeared as
an article in one of the group's mini-maga-
zines, from which we have derived the title of
this book.

The text for "The Job Myth" as it appeared
inthe original "Now for Something Completely
Different” is printed on the following pages.

You will notice that it has a shot at the
tobacco industry. Before the Rappville Chris-
tians had even left Rappville, they came in
touch with "BUGA-UP" (i.e. "Billboard Utilis-
ing Graffitists Against Unhealthy Promotions).

The Rappville Christians had undertaken
some alterations to billboards on their own,
and when BUGA-UP heard of their offer to do
free work, they asked the group to "re-face"
some billboards for them. Although the free
work offer did not normally extend to illegal
activities, this was one exception.

A deep friendship was formed in 1983,
between the Rappville Christians and BUGA-
UP, and it continues to this day.
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The Job Myth

Material wealth is
measured by the quan-
tity and quality of desir-
able goods and services
that you have. Money is
just a ticket to acquire
some of the goods and
services that already ex-
ist in any given society.

Similarly, production is
anything that increases

1

the quality or quantity of
goods and services.
Employment may or
may not achieve this.
The tobacco industry,
for example, creates
jobs, but actually Kkills
people who provide
other necessary serv-
ices to society. This
destruction of the work-
force cannot be consid-
ered true production.

2

A job becomes an end
in itself when money be-
comes an end in itself.

Increased abundance
for all will only come from
eliminating non-produc-
tive jobs, and distribut-
ing the fruits of increased
production to all of the
population.

Whole institutions (e.g.
banks, gambling agen-
cies, stock exchanges,

3

insurance companies,
government mints) do not
create any real wealth.
Yetthese are the institu-
tions that literally own
the country under pre-
sent economic policy.

If all these non-produc-
tive workers could be freed
to help the rest of us, we
couldallhave anextraday's
holiday each week, without
any loss in production.

4
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Then, we could work
on eliminating products
for which greedy adver-
tisers have created arti-
ficial needs, by conning
the public into thinking
that the products would
make them happy, pop-
ular, good looking, or
successful.

We could put our ef-
forts into making every-
thing, from clothes to

5

motor cars, of the best
possible quality, so that
they would last ten times
longer than the stuff we
get today.

Millions of man-hours
(in repairing or produc-
ing replacement items)
would be saved, giving
us still more time for
truly productive tasks.

We could innoculate
whole countries against

6
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diseases for which we
already have vaccines.

We could provide
clean water, sealed
roads, electricity, and
good sanitation for the
entire world.

We could educate the
masses of the Third
World, thus producing
still more workers to
share the load of pro-
duction with us.

7

The so-called "cheap
labour" of Asian coun-
tries would be seen as a
blessing instead of a
threat, shortening the
work week to as little as
two days a week, again
with no drop in wealth for
the West (and a marked
increase in wealth for the
rest of the world). Thisis
not a dream. It could
really work!

8

Families would be
able to spend plenty of
time together, and all
human relationships
could be enriched.

Art, literature, and
technology would flour-
ish, as we used our lei-
sure creatively. In this
way, we would become
even more productive.

But none of this will hap-
pen until people stop

9

thinking money and jobs,
and start thinking wealth
and production.

We are all afraid that,
if we let go of the money
or the job we are pres-
ently clinging to, others
will take advantage of
us... and they probably
will to a certain extent!

But someone must ab-
sorb a few blows if a war
is ever to cease.

10

If, like ourselves, you
believe in an all-power-
ful God who has every-
thing under control, then
"letting go" of your
wealth, and your means
of support becomes an
act of faith in his care
and protection, and it be-
comes the first step to-
ward building the new
world that Jesus called
"the kingdom of God."

11

Jesus Christ was ready
to die for this new world,
and so are we.

If you would like to
work with us, please
write to us today:

Jesus Christians
Box A678
Sydney S. 1235
Australia

12
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8. Photos

The cover for the mini-mag entitled "Now
= for Something Completely Different” (i.e. the
cover for this book) was taken from a New
Idea billboard that originally said, "Every week
= we come up with a New Idea to make train
travel more interesting."
- The Jesus Christians "Buga-upped"” the
= —— 1 billboard, to make it say "Everything that
- = = Jesus said will make your life more interest-
: ing." And, of course, the woman who had
originally been reading a copy of New Idea on
= the billboard at the time, was suddenly seen
to be reading a Bible!

New Idea liked it so much that they paid to
keep the altered billboard on display at Town
Hall Station in Sydney, for a further two years!
And they paid to have the untouched version
= .- ' displayed next to it.

7/ A photo of the actual "re-facing" is shown
T in the photo section that follows, along with a
: few pictures of present and past members of

T\ s |7/ A The Jesus Christians (formerly known as the
' MAY BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR WEALTH ! WARNING-CONTENT Rappville Christians).
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Anonymous members of the Rappville Christians 're-face'

a billboard at Town Hall Railway Station in 1984.
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The original 'Rappville Christians' behind the
general store in Rappville, NSW, in 1982. Mem-
bers who continue to this day are (in the back
row) Dave and Cherry McKay (Dave in the dark
top with a white sleeve, and Cherry to his right),
and Roland Gianstefani and Robin Dunn. (Robin
is clowning with Roland, who has a big head of
black hair.) Seated on the extreme left of the
picture are Ross Parry and Christine McKay (who
later married Robin Dunn). Just behind Christine,
and in front of Dave and Cherry, is Kevin McKay.
Malcolm Wrest is to Kevin's left, and Sheri McKay
is seated in front of Malcolm and slightly to his
left. Gary McKay is to Sheri's left.
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Rappville Christians in 1983 (from left above)
Malcolm Wrest, Gary McKay, David A'Beckett
(back), Ray Sippel, Kevin McKay, and Ross Parry.

Present members in the picture on the facing
page include Robin and Christine Dunn (top left),
Susan and Roland Gianstefani (top right and
middle right), Boopalan Venkatachalam (second
from left, middle row), and front row (from left)
Ross Parry, Paul Henry, Francis Gonzalez, Danny
Gianstefani (in Fran's lap), and Martin Filla.

8. PHOTOS
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Jesus Christians, India, 1999. From left: Christine Dunn, Cherry McKay, Rebecca

and Boopalan Venkatachalam, Dave McKay, Robin Dunn, Reinhard Zeuner.
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9. Political Emphasis

One cartoon gave a more political slant to
living by faith. It was called "A New Motiva-
tion", and although it continued the theme of
not working for money, the emphasis was
one of workers uniting to overcome the con-
trol that employers had over them. The
Rappvillians, or Jesus Christians, maintained
that their real aim was to relate to disgruntled
workers in away to direct them toward a more
positive solution.

Although they often turned up at peace
marches and protest rallies in the 80's and
90's, their official position was apolitical. They
believed the only answers that counted were
ones that changed individual attitudes, and
such changes would not (they said) come
through legislation or violent revolution.

Some of their cartoons and writings on the
subject are included in this section.

The artwork for the "Christian Politicians"
article was another 'rip-off', and came com-
pliments of Mad magazine.
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Jesus the Revol utlonary

The system has used
both religion and poli-
ticstodivertidealistic §
youth away from the &
only truly revolutionary
ideology ever created.

Religion has made
the truth impotent by
turningitinto meaning-
less rituals. Its real
agenda is hidden. In
leaguewith the State, it E ) b
aimstomakeidealistic
youth into loyal systemites. Nothing could be less
revolutionary.

Political ideologiesof both theright and left have
taken sometruthsand made them into platformsfrom
which to condemn the truths of the other side. The
sins of the establishment are all to be found in the
replacementsbeing offered politically.

The problemwith society isessentially spiritual, so
the solution requires a revolution of the spirit. Any
political ideology that cannot change the motivations
and attitudes of people cannot lead to lasting change.
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Conversely, no political power can stopthe changesin
society that will take place when spiritual revolution
really startsaffecting peopl €'sattitudes and motivation.

Jesustaught acompletereversal of the motivations
that most of ustakefor granted. Instead of producing for
greed or fear, peoplein hiskingdom produce because of
loveand adesireto contributetoothers. Thisapproach
represents abigger threat to the system than all other
ideol ogiescombined. Peoplewho areimmuneto greed
andfear, although apparently powerless, actually pos-
sessfar greater power than the system.

Thechurch and state recognised thisdanger in Jesus,
and they worked together to eliminate him. (John 19:12)
But it isthe nature of this spiritual power to increase
under persecution; so theresult wasthat Christ's mes-
sage spread throughout theworld.

Therevolutionary kingdom of heaven does not de-
pend on the changing whims of an el ectorate. It can be
achievedright hereand now by individualswho decide
todoall that they doonly for love, totally abandoning all
material tiesin surrender to thislove. The more that
peopleliveoutthisreality, working for loveand trusting
God for their material needs, the morethe kingdom of
heaven manifestsitself visibly hereon earth... right now!

Thisisnopieinthesky religion. Thisistheonly fully
revolutionary answer to the world's problems. And,
becauseit worksbest under persecution, thereisabso-
lutely nothing that can stopit.
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HERE, HERE ! WHAT
ARE YOU DOING FIGHTING
OVER AWORTHLESS STICK 2

IN A WORLD GOVERNED BY FEAR AND oot NO! LEGEO
OPPRESSION, TWO SOULS STRUGGLE OVER LB

A WORTHLESS STICK ... UNTIL THEIR LIVES
ARE DRAMATICALLY CHANGED BY...

RINEW,
MOTIVATLON;

AND WHY SHOULD
ANYONE AGREE TO WORK

UNDER SUCH CONDITIONS ?

I¥'s HOT WORTHLESS ! WE USE
\T FOR MOMEY'! WHOEVER HAS THE
BIGGEST STICK CAN HIT THE OTHER
\F HE DOESN'T WORK FOR KIM !

BECAUSE WE ALL GET LITTLE STickS | BUT THIS 15 RIDICULOUS ! WHY )

FOR WORKING, AND WE ARE SAVING | NHOT JUST WORK FOR YOURSELVES 7
(?;;f;,i';‘fm“sﬁ WE CAN MAKE THE WE CAN'T! THE BOSSES OWN

FOR US ! Anéﬂazmmc, 'rg;;eu?'um MOST OF THE LAND + THE TOOLS!

TOMAKE ONE BIG STICK

BETWEEN US |
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7 THEY DON'T YOU KNOW ! \'/ BUT YOU CAN STILL USE IF WE ONLY HAVE A MONTH | 6 MONTHS LATER
GOD OWNS ALL THE WORLD AND Y_YOUR OWN BODIES , YOUR OWN LEFT, WE'D BETTER GET TO WORK
ALL THAT IS IN IT! THEY'VE JUST | LIME, YOUR OWN MINDS TO MAKE QUICKLY! LETS START BY
STOLEN IT FROM HIM AND NEW TOOLS, TO SHARE YOUR SKILLS \_ POOLING OUR RESOURCES!
TQLD YOu, THEY OWN IT! AND RESOURCES WITH OTHERS ! 3 r

Ve

¥ BUT WE S00N WILL BE FIGHTING )
WiTH EACH OTHER IF WE STOP
HERE ! WE MUST PUT ALL OUR EXTRA
RESOURCES INTO HELPING OTHERS
TO SEE THIS SAME SIMPLE TRUTH !

/ THAT FEAR OF DEATH IS
WHAT GIVES THE BOSSES THEIR
POWER! HOW LONG DO NOU
THINK YOU CAN SURVIVE
WITHOUT EATING?

MAYBE A MOF‘I'H

HAPPIER + HEALTHIER
e HITH MORE TIME FOR

SEaiy,
==/

7 0K, WOULD YOU RATHER (/ TKNOW! ANYTHING
HAVE ONE MONTH OF FREEDOM | THAT ISN'T WORTH DYING
OR A LIFETIME OF SLAVERY? A FOR,ISNT WORTH LIVING FOR!
- I VOTE FOR FREEDOM! A

WE CAN'T EXPECT TO \|/” MAYBE NaT, BUT WE'VE
/C'HANGE THE WHOLE WORLD /-
OVER TO OUR WAY OF
THINKING, THOUGH!!

ALREADY CHANGED THE WORLD,
J’US‘T BY CHANGING OURSELVES !

[ - J
B —~c—
OH, T DON'T KNOW...
GEE, THAT'S A HARD CHOICE!

THE BEGINNING !
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Friend or Foe?

We teach that the world would be a better place if people
would stop working for money and start working for love.

Isthis a dangerous teaching?
The answer isyes... and no!

If you think it is good to have a world where the rich
exploit the poor, where everyone lives in fear of losing their
jobs, where power is abused in government, religion, and busi-
ness.. then the message we preach is athreat to you.

i

But if you think increased production, more equality, faith
in God, and love for one another are good things, then read on.

- I
)
LR

Most people are so used to dealing with corrupt systems
(whether they be political, economic, or religious) that they for-
get how to relate to people asindividuals, and they forget how to
think in terms of principles rather than in terms of organisations.

So when they hear individuals like oursel ves talking about
sharing wealth, they panic and think, "Oh, no! Communists!"

When they hear us mention Jesus, they think, "Oh, no!
Bible bashers!"

And when they see us passing out |eaflets, they think,
"Oh, no! Another business trying to sell me something | don't
need!"

Jesus had that trouble too. He wasn't out to rip people
off, and he wasn't really trying to overthrow the government or
destroy the established religion of his day; but people still felt
threatened by him.
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For starters, he was different. He didn't seem to be afraid
of anybody or anything.

Then he was active— campaigning seven days a week for
something he called "God's Government" or "The Kingdom of
Heaven". Everyone else was too busy working for money to take
thetimetoreally listen, and learn how they could live the same
life of spiritual adventure. So, intheir jealousy, they killed him.

Maybe he wasn't violently opposing the government of
his day, but he was teaching a kind of personal accountability
that would make government and religion as practised then (and
now too!) pretty much obsolete. For that, too, he was regarded
as an enemy of the state.

What atragedy! For had the people listened to him and put
his teachingsinto practice, they could haverealised all the goals
that any good government claimsto be seeking for the people

Thetroubleisthat too many powerful people have avested
interest in defending corruption, exploitation, and the status quo.
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And they have been able to make the rest of usfeel guilty if
we question the injustices of a cruel and impersonal bureaucracy.

Unfortunately, we cannot promise to change al/l of that —
at least not in the short run. Theworld today ison anirrevers-
ible course toward more and more centralised control. Banks,
churches, employer organisations, and big government are all
pushing daily for greater control of the masses through legisla-
tion and computer technology.

They control us now through fear. Fear of communists...
fear of dangerous "cults"... fear of crooked businessmen... fear of
muggers and purse-snatchers. And their solutionisawaysto prom-
ise safety through giving them greater control: one big super church
that will squash all of the heretics; one big government that will
license all of the goodies and outlaw all of the baddies; one big
army/police force that will wipe out all crime; and one big bank
that will brand everyone and keep all wealth safein its computers.

But wewon't wear it. We see that the answer liesin per-
sonal attitudes... individuals with acommitment to fight hate
with love, and fight fear with faith.

People who want to /earn more than they want to get an
education.

People who want to be productive more than they want a
paid job.

People who want to grow daily in self-discipline, in sen-
sitivity to the needs of others, and in awillingness to lay down
their lives to see God's government changing the hearts and lives
of others around them.

Christians
Box No. 2981
Madras-5
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Do you suffer from
A fear of Poverty?

OUT OF THE QUESTION! )
AND IF YOU DONT SHAPE UP
AND GET BACK TO WORK,
d1'LL TAKE THAT CHAIN OFF
ALTOGETHER AND YOU'LL
HAVE TO FIND A NEW
PLACE TO B2

The system is powerless unless we let it frighten us.

And if we fear poverty, we have already admitted defeat.
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Do you complain about system injustices but still play its
games? If so, you have become part of the problem. Fear of
poverty is what injustices are made from.

Poverty is a bully. Let it push you around and you'll be
running from it all your life.

But deliberately face it at its worst and it is unlikely to ever
scare you again.

Multi-national corporations are owned by people like you
and me who are only trying to make a few dollars on an
investment. By playing this game, we become part of the
monster that crushes opponents, hires and fires at will, and
sucks dry the economies of Third world nations.

Fear of poverty and a desire for more are two halves of the
same deception.

When we hear people argue that they have to have money, we
know they are not capable of changing the system; for they preach
the very lie that caused all the trouble in the first place! If you think
you cannot live without money, money has ceased being a tool
and has become your master. You no longer use it; it uses you!

It would be nice if everyone shared, but the bottom line is
not that living by faith (as we do) will guarantee you economic
success.

To really stand poverty on its ear we must consider it at its
worst... and that is starvation!

Think of it this way: We're going to die one day anyway.
Why not face it now, on our own terms? People can find
excitement in fast driving, mountain climbing, taking drugs,
and other things that are more dangerous than refusing to work
for money. Why not risk death to conquer one of the most
universal of all fears: the fear of poverty?

Estimate how many days it'll take to starve to death, then
start doing as many nice things as you can before it happens.
You'll be surprised how much you can accomplish. And you
may also be surprised at how long it takes to die!
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Let's Get Radical!

Most opponents of materialism work for money on
the grounds that they can use it to fight the injustices
of a materialistic society. But working for money is
what materialism is all about. Using materialism to
fight materialism is like fighting vice by becoming a
prostitute. We can't free the world while we ourselves
are still slaves to its economics. (Il Peter 2:19)

Money can be useful, and if finance is freely
available, then by all means use it. But remember
that everyone justifies working for more on the basis
of the good they can do with it after they get it.

Even tobacco companies argue that they are
creating jobs. They assume money (jobs) is more
important than the lives their product destroys. But
when we give our lives (time) to make money, we are
making the same mistake. Until we can cast aside
the chains of fear that hold us in our jobs we can
never take up a full-time position in the new order.

Freedom does not come from gaining more money,
butrather from learning to live on less. People who put
finance first seldom get around to doing the things
they used to justify their greed in the first place.

The new order doesn't need money; what it
needs is workers. Our greatest weapon is our
message, and we have that, with or without money.

9. POLITICAL EMPHASIS 57

John Stuart Mills once said, "All it takes to destroy
a system is to refuse to buy its product." The
product is material security and we won't buy it.

If you want to help the poor, you can (a) work for
money and send it to the Third World; or (b) go over
and live amongst the poor yourself. "B" sounds like
it would add to the problem. But, because the
problemislack of education (and not lack of money,
which of itself will not create more resources), your
presence means more than your money. You can
teach people to read or write. You can teach
hygiene, and many other skills that we have come
to take for granted in the West. And you can do
these and many other helpful things without
specialised training.

It would be nice if we had a few million people
ready to do this. But even without great numbers,
we can act personally. The money myth cons
people into waiting until they have wealth before
they can help. And the political myth makes them
wait for an army of volunteers before they will
begin. We won't be stopped by either. We all have
more than enough that we can do right now without
waiting for someone else to do it for us.

We only have one life, so that is all that we are
responsible for. Could you be doing more with your
life than working in a job to make money?

C'mon, let's get radical!
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Christian Politicians?

Should Christians be involved in politics?
This question has stumped many Christians.
But sooner or later, most have found themselves
justifying political activity of one sort or another,
and we feel that it has been to their spiritual
detriment.

Of course much depends on how you define
politics, since voting, signing a petition, even
expressing an opinion can all be political ac-
tivities. And in that sense, we are all political
creatures.

But we can be easily deceived into thinking
that the kingdom of heaven can be brought to
earth on a ballot paper; and as a result, we can
become caught in the depressing whirlpool of
litigation, backstabbing, financial competition,
and even war itself because of the "good" it can
supposedly achieve. If this happens, we are
well and truly off the rails.

It seems that most people are able to see
the error in trusting political solutions in some
areas, but that they are inclined to overlook the
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error in other areas. For example, those who
believe greed cannot be conquered through
socialism often think that lust can be eliminated
through censorship; and vice versa.

At best, good legislation only keeps people
from killing each other long enough to work on
the real solutions, which lie entirely within each
of our hearts. And even if there was no such
thing as legislation against murder, it should not
stop those of us who have found something
worth dying for anyway.

That is the biggest deception of war, i.e. that
we must kill to stop others from killing, that we
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must fight fire with fire. And this is the problem
with politics: that it always brings us down to the
level of the enemy.

Daniel said, "God controls the countries of
the world and appoints the worst people to rule
over them." (Daniel 4:17) If you rub shoulders
with politicians for very long, you will discover
how true this is. (And the worst of the worst
are often those who first appear to be the most
sincere!)

One of Jesus' first temptations was that of tak-
ing a political shortcut to the kingdom of heaven.
He refused it, because his kingdom was best sym-
bolised by a cross.

We should guard against becoming callous
about injustices in the world; but we should also
seek to express solidarity with the oppressed
by sharing in their sufferings, rather than by
sharing in, and possibly encouraging, their out-
rage.

"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth." (Matthew 5:5) This principal (like
so many other principals in the kingdom of
heaven) is entirely foreign to human politics.

61

10. Speak Up
or Shut Up?

The only difference between an argument
and adiscussionis thatin a discussion some-
one is listening.

While they were in their teens, brothers
Gary and Kevin McKay illustrated contrasting
mini-comics, one of which ("Why Argue?")
encouraged walking away from arguments,
while the other, "Your Shout", encouraged
people to speak up (for the good of others) in
situations where they could see that some-
thing wrong was being done.

The comics did not contradict each other,
however, because the key factor in each of
them was whether or not anyone was listen-
ing.

The cover of Gary's comic featured a draw-
ing meant to represent perennial anti-smok-
ing activist, Bill Snow. It was yet another
attempt to relate to those who were angry
with the injustices of the world around them.
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“ALL THAT 1S NECESSARY FOR
THE TRIUMPH OF EVIL IS THAT
GOOD MEN REMAIN SILENT
AND DO NOTHING."

-1-
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SOME PEOPLE THINK IT 15
ALWAYS EVIL To SPEAK LouDLY
OR ANGRILY. THIS IS VERY
WRONG.

WRITTEN MESSAGES ( LETTERS,
LEAFLETS, NEWSPAPERS, EVEN

THE BIBLE) ARE ~ PEACEFUL;
ie. THEY DONT INCLUDE OTHER

VOICES SHOUTING OVER THE

VOICE OF THE WRITER.

BUT IN THE REAL WORLD,
(ONFRONTATIONS ARE A

REGULAR PART OF LIFE, AND
WE MUST LEARN T DEAL

WITH THEM.

WHEN SOMEONE IS CLEARLY NOT
INTERESTED IN WHAT You ARE
SAYING, ITS USUALLY BEST TO
STOP TALKING AND FIND SOME-
ONE WHO |§ INTERESTED.

BUT, IF OTHER PEOPLE ARE
INVOLVED, YOU SHOULD MAKE IT
CLEAR WHEN YoU HAVE STRDNG
DISAGREEMENT WITH WHAT IS
BEING SAID, OR DONE.

SILENCE 15 USUALLY
TAKEN AS SUPPORT.
THE “SILENT MAJOR-
ITY" ALWAYS SUPPORT
THE STATUS Quo.
IF YOU DO NOT
AGREE WITH WHAT
IS HAPPENING, IT 1S
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY
TO0 SAY SO.

.-7...
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YoU CAN EXPECT SOME PRETTY
NOISY AND HATE FUL OBJECTIONS
FROM THE “SILENT MAJORITY*
WHEN YOU DO SPEAK LP,

HOWEVER.

10. SPEAK UP OR SHUT UP?

LIARS ARE NOT AFRAID ™ SHouT
IN DEFENCE OF THEIR LIES; SO
WE MUST NOT BE AFRAID TO
SPEAK UP FOR THE TRUTH.

WEVE GOT THE
REAL THING!

WHEN IT COMES TO
PHYSICAL VIOLENCE, WE
ARE PACIFISTS.

BUT WORDS ARE POWERFUL
WEAPONS, AND WE  SHOULD
LEARN TO WIELD THE SWORD

OF TRUTH WITH DEADLY

ACCURACY. A

-.12-

YOU WILL MAKE MISTAKES, AND
YOU WiLL OFTEN FEEL UIKE

YOU ARE FIGHTING A LOSING
BATTLE.

BUT THE ONLY THING WORSE
THAN LOSING IS NEVER TO
ENTER THE RACE AT ALL.

WHAT
A TERR\BLE

EVEN IN DEFEAT
HE COULD BEAT

WE ARE TRYING TO

SPEAK UP

FOR TRUTH,TUSTICE, AND
THE WAY OF LOVE.
IF YOUD UKE TO HEAR
MORE, SEND FOR OUR
PAMPHLET:

“A NEw ECONOMIC PoLICY"
WHICH QUTLINES THE VALVES
AND STRATEGIES OF A NEW
WORLD ORDER. PLEASE ENCLOSE
A FEW CENTS FOR POSTAGE
AND PRINTING [F YoU CAN

Box AG18
SYDNEY STH
2000
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or centuries people believed
that a two pound ball would
fall twice as fast as a one

pound ball.

~1-

Leaders at that time said Galileo
wvas dangerous & evil. They arrest-
ed him and argued against what he
taught

But they could not stop the TRUTH!
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10. SPEAK UP OR SHUT UP? 69

Real truth is like that. It does
not need to be argued or defended.
It only needs to be stated...
and demonstrated.

When you have something that is
really better than what is being
offered you should not have to
"sell” it.

NEW IMPROVED,
Pko;l'till. THIN SUCED, FRESH,

We could be arrested or even
killed, but it will not change the
truth in what we have said.

Anyone can test it for themselves.

A famous world leader once said;
"Speak softly but carry a big stick."

-

We have challenged some of the
false beliefs of our society.

of what we say.

The biggest "stick" is the TRUTH.

HEReTiC! THE LAW!
ﬁ”‘-‘: NS

To find the whole truth you must
learn to LISTEN to vhat others say.

... BuT NOT
PUMICE! IT'S
A ROCK THAT

-11-
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People argue because they are
more interested in defending them-
selves, than in facing reality.

-12-

If while listening, you discover
that someone is arguing (defending
his/her position) don't waste time
arguing back.

don't achieve anything!
man convinced against his will
of the same opinion stiff.®

TM THE BEST!
... ARENT 12!

b=

N

We've made some exciting
discoveries and we want to
share them, but we don't
want to argue.

If you're interested (or
even just curious) please
write to;

CHRISTIANS - BOX A678
SYDNEY SOUTH 2000 AUSTRALIA
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11. Disbelief

On the whole, the Jesus Christians have
always been more tolerant of unbelief in the
secular world than they have been of it
amongst professing Christians. A big per-
centage of their early supporters and friends
were atheists and agnostics, while religious
zealots had always been the first to denounce
them, or to report them to the police.

However, they made some effort to get
through to non-believers, including a poem
which appeared in one of the mini-mags, and
a couple of articles which appeared in their
newsletter.

The Atheist

GO,TAKE YOUR HOLY BIBLE| 11's MEVER COMNA FEED | I'VE WEIGHED UP ALL THE
AND YOU KNOW WHERE | My KIDS OR PAY EVIDENCE , AND TRYING
To STICK IT! MY PARKING TICKET! o BE_FAR,

£ <\

~
A

5
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DECIDED THAT 1T'S PLAIN
To SEE, THERE AINT A
GOD UP THERE!

] DON'T L\KE ABOUT

S0, IF THERE'S SOMETHING

I'lL WAME TO TAKE THE
BLAME MYSELF, AND SToP
THIS TALK OF SINI

FLOODS AND WARS...

A &
THEY ARE THE FAULT
OF MAN!

THE SPREAD OF
MY FAULT Too:

FOR I HAVE FAILED TO
TELL THE WORLD THAT
JESUS 1S UNTRUE!

PERHAPS A BETTER
ATTITUDE IS TO
BELIEVE IN GOD,

BUT SAY THAT HE'S A
DICTATOR WHO WIELDS

11. DISBELIEF

73

Yes, THERE'S A Goo, |

WILL AGREE , BUT HE

IS FULL_OF HATE!
-l\

WE MUST REBEL AGANS
HIS RULE, AND SQuUASH
HIS POTENTATE !

WE'LL BEAT HIM AND
L TEACH HIM THAT HN
KNOWS MORE THAN HE*

~—

(&

)
AND WHEN WEVE FINALY [TBUT FIGHTING GOD 15 ) [INSTEAD WELL CONCENIRAE
CONQUERED GOD WE'LL ST | vor A CINCH FOR HE'S ]a{mawucmuto

JEL

HATE FOR LOVE...

)

“’Pf‘ - -:
< 4’_1

WeLL KILL FOR PEACE AND
cAoL
MEN YO MAKE MEN FREE!
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MY PLAN TO CONQUER HE WANTS US TO LAY || Lo L ints Us To BECOME

GOD 1S MUCH LIKE HIS DOWN QUR LIVES HIS SLAYES THAT HE
TO CONQUER MAN, TO LIVE ETERNALLY! MAY SET US FREE'

\

™2

- 3? p
@_}}‘(/

HE SAYS THAT PAIN AND
SUFFERING WiLL LEAD
TO HAPPINESS,

1

AND CLAIMS THAT ONLY HE
CAN BRING SOME ORDER
FROM MANS MESS!

THERE IS A BATTLE, 1O
BE SURE, THE ARMILS
ARE BUT TwO!

[THE ARMY OF THE KING
OF KINGS, AND LITTLE
ME AND You!

I MAY NOT UNDERSTAND
IT ALL, BUT ['VE NO
BETTER PLAN,

I/

IF COD MADE ME WITHOUT
MY HELP, THEN HE'S THE
BETTER MAN!
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Honest Faith

There is atendency amongst critics of religion
to throw the Baby out with the bath water. Sure,
much is wrong with religion; but faith in God
should not be blamed for it. Dishonest religionists
only pretend to have faith in God. The solution to
such hypocrisy is not to deny the existence of
God, but rather to counter dishonest faith with
honest faith.

Honest faith starts by admitting that there are
very real limitations to our ability to comprehend
God. We are but specks in the vastness of the
universe, and our lives are a flash in the face of
eternity. Our minds boggle when we try to imag-
ine never having been born, or what it is like to
cease to exist after death.

Consequently, most people avoid such
thoughts altogether and grab all the pleasure
they can get right now. But others cling to a hope
that our personality (mind, soul, spirit, or
whatever) is part of eternity and that it exists
quite apart from this physical body that we now
find ourselves trapped in. This hope is the
beginning of faith.
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There are good reasons for believing that life
as we now know it is only a small part of a higher
plane of existence. There is so much order,
purpose, and beauty in creation that we cannot
accept that the universe was an accident, or
(more unbelievably) that the universe made itself
through some mythical "big bang”. (Like where
did the "bang" come from? And how did matter
come into existence as a result of it?)

We may not be able to comprehend a man with
a long white beard constructing the universe, but
the fact that some fathomless Force and/or
Intelligence is behind it is consistent with
everything that we experience in this prison we
call Time. We don't accept that cars can make
themselves, so we cannot accept that human life
created itself. And if there is a Master Designer
(and He, She, or It has at least given us enough
intelligence to recognise the probability that He,
She or It exists), then what is our role in it all?
Why were we put here?

Many religions teach that the Creator seeks a
special relationship with humans. They say that
while other animals have an instinctive relation-
ship with the Creator, people alone are given the
opportunity to choose to actually resist the
Creator.

11. DISBELIEF 77

Our unique notions of good and evil, right and
wrong, morality and immorality, also lead us to
believe that the Creator is good, right and moral.
Life as we know it is a gift from a loving Creator.
If this is true, then resisting the Creator must be
evil, wrong, and immoral.

But this is when religion begins to rear its ugly
head. Dishonestleaders claim to speak on behalf
of the Creator in teaching what is good and what
is evil. Their decrees conflict with those of other
religious leaders. More importantly, they conflict
with tiny whispers within the souls of each of us.
And this conflict leads many to reject religion.

We know that the leaders are wrong, but we
also know that those inner whispers are often not
understandable and at times they are completely
inaudible. Following the inner voice on our own
requires such honesty that it proves to be too
painful for most of us. Eventually we lose all
interest in (and ability for) hearing that voice.

Some return to the religious leaders; others
return to an animal existence. And still others
declare themselves to be spiritual leaders without
really having a knowledge of ultimate Truth
themselves. Theyinvent new terminology, which
only adds to the confusion of exaggerated con-
jecture that makes up so much of religion.
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Only a rare few desire Truth strongly enough
to find it.

There are times when someone says something
that echoes or even amplifies our inner con-
victions. Our hopes for finding real purpose in
life are lifted, as the inner voice and another
human being begin to support one another.

But, when this person exposes a blind spot in
our thinking, and the inner voice feebly admits to
the truth of the claim, most of us choose self-
deception rather than the divine fulfillment that
could come from accepting the truth at any cost.
In fact, this is what makes the inner voice
unreliable. If we would learn to accept truths that
are uncomfortable, the inner voice would become
stronger and clearer as a result.

Many religious leaders speak of faith and love,
and our conscience bears witness that this much
of what they are saying is true. But Jesus goes
further and tells us to put our faith and love into
practical action by forsaking everything we own
and living only by faith in God, and love for
others.

No religious leader in history has had the
courage to promise God's provision for any and
all who will spend their lives working for love.
Many religions promise such an existence for a
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chosen few, but they still insist on a majority of
'supporters' who, they say, must play the part of
God for the chosen ones, by staying rooted in the
economic mire of the world. For them, Christ's
claims are a big threat.

The great strength of both the Jewish and
Islamic religions was their recognition that idolatry
is an insult to God: The Creator of the universe
cannot be contained in pieces of metal or wood!
True Christianity (as contained in the teachings
of Jesus) goes further, and challenges all material
possessions (mammon) as potential threats to
spiritual growth. It brands all greed as idolatry,
and calls on people to renounce all private
ownership. Even religious buildings are seen as
totally unnecessary. What the Father seeks,
according to the Son, is humility and honesty; for
he looks at the heart rather than at external
appearances.

We've tried it and it works! Such a witness in
the Twentieth Century challenges everyone to do
the same, or attempt to discredit our faith.
Unfortunately, the latter is most often the case.

But it does not take away the satisfaction that
comes from having a personal relationship with
the Creator of the universe... arelationship which
has given us a true purpose for life.
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12. Finding God's Will

The youngest member of the McKay Fam-
ily, 12-year-old Christine, tried her hand at
illustrating a mini-comic that dealt with the
topic of "Making Decisions". It summarised
seven different ways that the group had come
to use when trying to discern the will of God.

They had observed that people generally
gotinto trouble spiritually if they relied on any
one of the seven ways to know God's will, to
the exclusion of the others.

The concept of "special revelation” (through
dreams, visions, and prophecies) is usually
thought to be far beyond the reach of normal
people. But the group regularly analyses
their own dreams, and participates in regular
"listening times", when they seek to wipe
their minds clear of all prejudices, and to wait
for God to put a thought or picture in their
minds (much like dreaming while still awake),
after which they seek to "interpret" it.

Christine's comic is followed by yet an-
other newsletter article on the same topic.

12. FINDING GOD'S WILL

81

DECIZIONS!

SOME PEOPLE
HAVE A GREAT
DEAL OF TROUBLE
MAKING DECISWONS,

Tras Wad  Twar

y

AN))

-1~

-Tl.-IE'I" WORRY TWHAT
THEY COWD MAWE
an UNWISE
DEC\S\ON  AND
BE AESPONSIS\E
FOR A TRAGEDY,

.IF ONLY WE
COULD SEE

THE FUTVRE l
_z_

Or course GOD
CAN SEE THE
FUTURE, BUT HOW
MUCH WiLL HE
TELL US?

h;“@_\

pERHAPs MORE |
THAN YOU REALISE.

-3-
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Tr vou WANT To WMAKE A
WISE DECISION, Coo WAL
HELP You (James 1:5),
Here ame Twnvs Coo

SPEAKS To PEOPLE:
1- Jesus’ Teacvnes (Ps)
2-Oruen reoree (P6)
3-SeeaiaL reveration(p.7)
4 - CircumsTances (P8)
5 - Peasonar oesines(P.9)
6-Co-1nunences (P10)
7-Miracies (P.11)

e

-ﬁ-.li TEACHINGS oF (maust
ARE THE QEST GUDE.

T;EY ARE W THE Foug
coseeLs, (MaTmiew, Masx,

Luk.! :l'mu)

OPPOR\'LNI"[\F_S OFTEN WELP
US TDO MAKE A DECISION.

Ano" CLOSED 000RS" ARE
PRETTY HARD TO ARLGUE WITHW.

God WANTS YOU TO BE
HAaPPY, Down't WORRY
ABOUT DOING THINGS
YOU ENTOY - UNLESS
THEY ARE WWRONG

YOUu LIKE DOING

-q-

LisTEn To PEOPLE WMOM YOU
CAN TRUST. TWE WRITINGS OF
THE EARLY Cmm!is@:..PETs.n
Jares, Jorn, P ) aee A
GOOD GUIDE; BUT DoN'T BE
Too PRouD TO LISTEN To

OTHERS ALSO.

mo DO YOU THINK WE ARE
Too Youne To :.rr MARRIED T

ﬁé@ﬁ% 3

Con MAY SPEAK TO
YOU I\N A DREAM,

VISION OR PROPHECY.

(Wonos N YOUR MIND)

Minor IncTDENCES
AT JUST THE RICHT
TIME CAN OFTEN BE
TAKEN AS A MESSAGE
FROM Go'o_

=10-

SOMETIMES IT MaY
BE NECESSARY T0

Ask  Ciop FoR A
“G1cN”
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HonesTy 19 THE BEST
POLICY, LF YOu KuOW
WHAT YOU SHOULD DO,

WHEN YOU HAVE A
BIG DEQ\SION TO
MAKE, LIST THESE

DNE.T\:{DSE AT THE
TOP ©OF THE LiST
COUNT MORE THAN
THOSE AT THE QoTToM,
:JEENS COUNTS MORE
THAN ALl THE OTHEAS,
SOH’E_ WAYS WLl moT
APPLY, Youﬁ. CHART

WiLL HELP YOU DECWE,

_11_‘__

DONT MAKE Eucusss". SEVEN WAYS:
T pke steaumc, T wave For, AcsnsT ?
AN cOPORTAMTY, SO 1F Jeone v
o oo::r:uu?"]n: :‘59‘,_ OmERs v
Reveuamons i
CiresmasTrsices [/
Cﬂ Desaes N
Co-InupenTs N
MiRMLES v
~a2- -13-
Then evaLuate EAGH DE cioe. Topax. . ..

To seno FoR mMoRE

OF THESE BOOKLETS,

CHPASTIANS
Box AL1g
SYDNEY §, Zoae

PLease EncLosE A FEwW
CENTS TO HEW WTH
POSTAGE AND  PRINTING,
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Hearing from God

It isn't as hard to hear from God as what most
people imagine.

The problem is that most of us aren't all that
interested in hearing from him. If we had a channelon
telly with live broadcasts from heaven, we'd probably
turn to it occasionally, just out of curiosity. But we'd
soon return to the commercial channels when we
heard what God was saying.

The fastest and most reliable way to hear from God is to
fast. Maybe that's how it got its name: because it's so fast!

People often say that they'd like "a few weeks to
pray about" living by faith. Of course it doesn't take a
few weeks to get an answer from God. Butthen that's
not what most of them are looking for. Some of them
went off to pray about it years ago, and they still
haven't returned. They rarely do.

When someone says, "Give me a few weeks to
pray about it," they usually mean "Give me a few
weeks to build a case against obeying God... or at
least to get so distracted that | can forget what he's
already told me to do."

Often they get revelations about what we should
do. Usually it's something about us being too hard on
people. What does it really mean? It means that we
make people uncomfortable by taking Christ's
teachings so seriously.
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It doesn't take weeks to hear from God if you're
serious about obeying him. But we can spend a
lifetime sinking into the comfortable ooze of nature
walks, fellowship, sleep, advice, church meetings, tele-
vision, and, of course, plenty of good wholesome food.

Jesus said, "Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.”
Fasting is the best way to express our urgency about
hearing from God. But when we pretend to hunger
after righteousness (while doing our own thing), we
only become filled with self-righteousness.

A great many people think they are thinking
when they are merely rearranging their preju-
dices. William James
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13. Emotionalism

Groups that believe in God talking to them
directly are notorious for teaching bizarre and
often dangerous doctrines. However, the Jesus
Christians argued strongly against emotional-
ism and irrationality. Their seven ways to know
God's will included such down to earth consid-
erations as circumstances and the advice of
others.

Their early roots in the hippy movement
brought them into contact with many beliefs
that lacked scientific credibility, and
Christine's older sister, Sheri, tried her hand
at illustrating a comic ("Measure It") which
dealt with that concern. It challenged people
to provide evidence to support religious
claims.

The group also rejected blind faith in reli-
gious experiences such as those advocated
by Christian evangelicals. Kevin prepared a
mini comic ("Belly Dancers") which addressed
the tendency amongst evangelicals to meas-
ure salvation on the basis of emotional expe-
riences.
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THE WORLD WOULD 8E IN AN
AWFUL MESS IF WE DIDNT HAVE
STANDARD UNITS OF MEASURE.

MEASURE

HOW MANY POTATDES
DO YOU WAHT T

ACCURATE MEASURES HELF TO

SOME THINGS ARE Not EASY
KEEP uS HOMEST-

To MEASURE.
ARE Nou BDIMG
1L GO HOME ‘fou\n::_ﬁ;ﬁ HOW MUCH DO
e M PAY? iy YOU LOVEHE?

14. EMOTIONALISM

BuT miere ARE CLUES THAT
WILL GIVE US A ROUGH
MEASURE MENT.

WILL YOU DON'T FLATTER
MARRY ME? YOURSELF

DisHongsT PEOPLE HATE
MEASUREMENTS.

THEY MAKE EXCUSES AND PLAY
TRICKS To AvoID BEING MEASURED .

I HAVE E.SPEU
IT ONLY WoRKs
WHEN NO ONE 15
WATCHING ME

WE OFTEN NEED T0 MEASURE

DURSELVES. A PHIWOSOPHER,

NAMED SOCRATES, ONCE SAID
“KNOW YOURSELF"

BUT THIS
THERMOMETER
SA(s You ST
HAVE A

T FEEL LIKE
GOING HOME
ToDAY,
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THAT MEANS KNOWING WHAT
YOU CAN DO AS WELL AS
WHAT YOU CANT DO.

I CANT
LEARN
ANOTHER

BUT You DONT
KNOW; CAUSE
YOUNE NEVER
TRIED IT.

PARENTS AND TEACHERS DONT
HELP CHILDREN WHEN THEY
EFUSE TO “MEASURE" THEIR
BEHAVIOR AND TELL THEM
WHEN THEY ARE WRONG.

13. EMOTIONALISM
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CHILDREN CAN LEARN T0 DO A
GREAT MANY THINGS, BUT
ONLY IF GOOD LEADERS WILL

SET STANDARDS FOR THEM.

GOOD LEADERS WiLL SET
COOD STANDARDS, RATHER
THAN JUST FORCING
MEANINGLESS TRADITIONS
ONTO PEOPLE.

Eoy.
BATH TWICE A

WE sHobLo QUESTION
TRADITIONS WHICH CANNOT
BE PROVEN TO BE HELPFUL oR
TRUE,

L\
PP £ AQUARIAN CHILDREN
WET THE BED MoRE

AND WE SHOULD LDOK FOR

PRINCIPLES WHICH WiLL

ACT AS GUIDELINES [N

DETERMINING WHAT BEHAVIOR

15 GOQO AND WHAT ISN'T.

Luke 20:17-18
if

13-

EVEN THINGS LIKE FAITH AND
LOVE CAMN BE MEASURED IF
YOU HNOW HOW.

LOVE You, BUT (7
YOU TOUCH MY CAR
I'LL  BREAK Your
FACE.

Jomes 2! 15-17
T John3i4-16

-14-

MEASURE US

WE ARE SICK OF PEOPLE TALKING
ABOUT LOVE, GOD, ETC. BUT
NEVER DOING ANYTHING TO
PROVE THEIR CLAIMS. WE BELIEVE
IN LOVE AND WE WANT T DO
SOMETHING PRACTICAL TO DEMON-
STRATE |T. DD YoU HAVE ANY
JoBS YOU NEED DONE.GIVE USA
RING AND WE'LL DO WHAT WE
CAN TO HELP YOU. UP To SI¥
PEOPLE WILL WORY, FOR ONE
DAY FoR ANY FAMILY oR Busi-
NESS FOR FREE.

CHRISTIANS 330838
Po.Box A-279 STH SYDNEY
2,000
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Fear can give us butterfles in
the sta.mg‘.'h Worry can give
boredom.

us stomach ulcers,
can lead to over eating.

. Y .
Py S B R B LA LAWY o

-2-

We are more inclined to vse the
word “heart” when we think of
emotions today - especialy
positive emotions.

But when we use the term
“heart’ to refer +o an emction
al experiende, we are st
falking about the belly:

However, in Bible times, the
heart included what we

Yecognite as the brain.

THY woRD HMWE T
HID IM WY HEART.
(Psalm 119:11)

V)

;; HE commiTs ADuLTERY
I ? WITH MER \N WIS HEART,

(Mstthew S:28)

St. Paul said that there would
come a time when Christianity
would worship a False dod who
i$ really their own . (nil319)
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Jesus compared this kind
oi? religion to an ancient
childréns Where the
jeader names an emotion &
Followers compete to express
it. (Luke T3-az)

* g
§ Boo‘\‘bomo.'

Through chsessions with Feek

ings’ they will lose, their ability

to thank rationally. (Rem 12:5)
Their emotions will call the
tunes and the rest of the bedy
will dance to it.

13. EMOTIONALISM
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-8.
We believe the sclution lies in Such twist the Bible,us-
disciplined study of and ocbed- ing pmts'bo excuse Dis-
iemataf}nteachingsécmst openience_to Christ.

But the dancers” condemn
m?&fhf?

-10-

-11-

Genuine religious experience Which pattern are ?mg
¢an only come from hearing to Bollsw to find truth?
Crrst and. believing 3 cbéy-
"3 ) iy Te.ac;:mcs EMOTIONAL
CHRIST APPEALS
i |
ENTER STR UP

IF You UKE WHAT WE ARE

'SKNING, WHY MOT SEND Fom OTHER
ROOKLETS IN THIS SERIES '

Please send a fow wi
pns*bgl ;\d ?,;,\;;:;’::;om {a‘:lh

7 NANDABAH ST,
RAPPVILLE 2470, AusT.
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"The Family"

Over the years, the Jesus Christians have
often been accused of being "The Family”
(formerly known as "The Children of God").

The charge has been difficult to shake
because the group has imitated The Family's
practice of using cartoons to preach their
message, and they have even ripped off some
of the best Family illustrations. There are
many similarities in their message as well.

(The main differences, however, are that
the Jesus Christians disagree strongly with
The Family practice of "sharing” wives, com-
municating with the spirits of dead people,
and teaching that salvation can be guaran-
teed eternally just by saying a ritual prayer.)

In this section are a number of family car-
toons which the Jesus Christians have used
(and in some cases, altered) to get across
their message.

Anyone interested in an in-depth theologi-
cal comparison between The Family and the
Jesus Christians can find it on the Christians'
web page, at http://cust.idl.net.au/fold.

14. "THE FAMILY" 97

| will show you the judgment
of the great Whore, with
whom the kings of the earth
have committed fornication.
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They that dwell on the earth shall
wonder when they behold the
beast...

Saying, Alas, that great city, clothed
infine linen and scarlet, decked with
gold, precious stones, and pearls...

14. "THE FAMILY" 99

Her merchants were the great men
of the earth, for by her sorceries
were all nations deceived.

The merchants of the earth are
waxed rich through the abundance
of her delicacies.

In her were found the blood of proph-
ets and of saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth.

The angel said unto me, "l will tell
you the mystery of the woman and of
the beast that carries her."

I heard a voice say, "Come out of her,
my people, thatyou be not partaker of
her sins nor receive of her plagues.”

The merchants of the earth shall
weep and mourn over her, fornoone
buyeth their merchandise anymore.
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| saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire, and them that had
gotten the victory over the beast.

If any consent not to the words of
Jesus, supposing that gain is godli-
ness, from such withdraw thyself.

All who hear the teachings of Jesus
and do not do them will be like a foolish

man who built his house on sand.

It was given unto him to make war
with the saints, and to prevail against

14. "THE FAMILY" 101

Here is the patience of the saints. | Rejoice over her, you heavens, and
Here are they that keep the com- | you holy apostles and prophets; for
mands of God and the faith of Jesus. | God has avenged you on her.

them.

And we live happily ever after!
For God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Fear not them which kill the body, but cannot kill the soul.

All quotes in this comic are from the Bible. Read about the world's
future in a 42-page booklet entitled The Fall of America.

Just write to the address below, requesting it. Please enclose a few
cents to help with printing and postage costs. Thanks!

Jesus Christians
Box A678
Sydney South, 1235
Australia
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14. "THE FAMILY"

FACTORY
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MEANWHILE

THINGS ARENT BAD
EVERYWHERE !

GOOD WORK, MEN!
PRICES ARe 50 Low
MY MOMEN 15 WORTH
TEN TIMES bORE

T'LL MAKE SFEECHES
AND KEEP EM CONTENT
FOR AS LOWC AS PosiBLE |

LTS TOO
BIG 1o

BUT WE
WON'T LET

105

15. Good News

Almost from the start the Rappville Chris-
tians found themselves under attack by the
mainline Christian churches. One argument
was that their literature was not "preaching
the gospel” because of its emphasis on obe-
dience to the teachings of Jesus (in particu-
lar, living by faith) as the mark of a true
Christian.

Jessica Danko, who also did the picture on
the article called "Hearing from God" (page
86) and who is no longer a member of the
group, prepared a tract called "Good News"
which attempted to counter the charge that
the community was teaching heresy because
of its emphasis on obedience to Jesus.

The Jesus Christians argued that simplis-
tic formulas for salvation (such as saying a
little prayer) also constituted "works"... ex-
cept that such works were not the ones that
Jesus had prescribed. And they challenged
the Protestant work ethic which pushed al-
most as hard in favour of working for money
as it did against working for love.
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15. GOOD NEWS
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As aco hey dont
even undersfand the
3_&85 }nﬁu% do
say, like “CHRIST BIED
FOR YOUR SINS”".

Some say this is good news
have to work our way to
heaven. And that true

But they sfill insist
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C il a3 i 16. Spy vs Spy
£ 5 §’=;z TR 1 One of the experiences most disliked by
g ain 0 gk bers of the J Christi h
2 5‘;3_. 181 members of the Jesus Christians was what
2w 5-?;1.» ﬁ!,.gz« _j-;i B they called "heresy tests”, where religious
§ 1.2; sigxf,‘ 3:3_35.3 i i}’g zealots on their way to work, to the shops or
£ S8k ?5;;;; i g!i to the bank would see them distributing their
X «-b—‘ﬁ‘#‘ 3302 b Christian literature on the streets, and sud-
denly feel that it was their duty to grill the
e _g £ ¢ _ Jesus Christians on their beliefs.
2~ 98 3 . F "We should be the ones grilling them,"
§ §:§ '-='"’.§ 3 % + countered one of their members. "After all,
'_g £ %—g §§ 85 & we're the ones out there preaching the gos-
o5 g :‘5—‘-.5 §zr3 pel. Yet they seem to feel it is their duty to
= _E‘_"c;)'z ogé_é Zy fino! a flaw in our tr_leology, in order to justify
._;_'-2 §§ .E ¥ g_,_o .%:?:..?é their lack of commitment.”

Gary prepared a rather cryptic mini-comic
called "Spy vs Spy", which attempted to com-
municate the contradictions in the "heresy
test" approach. However, the message went
over the heads of most members of the public
and the comic was never reprinted.

It was coincidental that an Australian rock
group of the same name was formed about
> - the same time "Spy vs Spy" came out.

This is not
0000 salyation b\l works.
v
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T WORK FOR
THE KGB.T0

16. SPY vs SPY

115

BUT, I Womk FoR THE QUEE
AT THE KG.B. T HAVE HER
PICTURE ON MY DESK AND
EVERYONE KNOWS THAT I'M
A ROYALIST !

-\=

OF COURSE. IT WOULD BE DI
HONEST IF I omrE{'TK!GBBUgY
I'M CHANGING THI

MY GOOD EXAMPLE!IMA
DEDICATED WORKER!

BUT YOU (ANT WORK FOR THE
QUEEN AND FOR HER ENEMIES
AT THE SAME TIME!!(MT6:24)

THIS GUY'S A FANATIC'
HE'S A THREAT TO THE
MONARCHY !

Tue Eno?

-

AGENTS WANTED

If you are interested
in joining an under-
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17. True Vine

A strong rivalry developed between the
Rappville Christians and a religious group
called "True Vine", which specialised in work-
ing with ex-hippies in the Lismore area.

True Vine publicly accused the Rappvillians
of being a cult, and included denunciations of
them at their periodic "cult seminars”. In
particular, the leaders of True Vine accused
the Jesus Christians of not having a "cover-
ing".

The covering teaching taught that one must
be aligned with a reputable mainline religious
denominationin orderto be "covered" against
heresy. True Vine was proud of its affiliation
with the Assemblies of God. (lronically, the
Assemblies of God eventually disbanded the
True Vine group and sacked its leaders on
the grounds that it had become a cult!)

Amongst themselves, the Rappville Chris-
tians referred to True Viners as "True Vipers"
and they even prepared a mini-comic with
that title, which criticised Pentecostal zealots
in general, and True Vine in particular.
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Then %ome represeritatives
of the Festival of Light
arrived with robes for the
pecple to wear. (e 3ee)
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18. A Mess of Myths

As their own theology began to take shape,
this band of radicals undertook the task of
preparing a 50-page booklet on the mini-
comic format, which detailed their re-inter-
pretation of many cherished Christian doc-
trines and beliefs.

It included everything from a re-definition
of what it is to be a Christian to challenges
levelled against traditional interpretations of
suchthings as grace, holiness, baptism, heal-
ing, and prosperity.

For several years this became their funda-
mental statement of faith (or lack of faith) with
regard to many traditional Christian concepts.

Although the fine print may put many peo-
ple off reading it, the effort is well worth it for
anyone with a serious interest in what this
group really taught. The Jesus Christians
have revised their beliefs on some issues
over the years, but the thoughts contained in
"A Mess of Myths" are still a fairly accurate
reflection of their theological position on a
long list of Christian doctrines.
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ADASHOFTRUTH

All myths contain at |east adash of truth.
Becausefew peoplearetotally dishonest, abit
of truth hel psto ease conscienceswithregardto
thefantasiesthat arewoveninto themyths.

People chooseto be deceived. If they find
truth uncomfortable, they shopfor cheapimita-
tionstotakeitsplace. After thechoicehasbeen
made, myths can become progressively more
absurd, and peoplewill continueto accept them
rather thanreturntowhat they first rejected.

A sensational exampleoccurredin Jonestown,
Guyana. Almost 1,000 peopledrank Kool-Aid
mixedwith cyanideinamasssuicide. Theworld
wasquick to blametheir |eader, Jim Jones. A
host of explanationswere put forward asto how
hesucceededindeceivingthem. Butinfact, his
followershad plenty of opportunity to choose
truthrather than Jones' dementia... but hemade
it so much easier to escape personal responsi-
bility by letting him becometheir conscience.

-3-

A MESS OF MYTHS

History booksdescribeaperiodin his-
tory as the "Dark Ages". But how many
people knew at the time that they were
livinginthe"Dark Ages"? And how many
people are aware that weareliving inyet
another and darker age today ?

An abundance of publications and the
technology to produce them have given us
the falseimpression that we are"enlight-
ened".

Primitive cultures have always treas-
ured superstitions that have no bases in
fact. Although truereligion and true sci-
ence should mergein acommon quest for
truth, Twentieth Century Westernreligion
and science have collaborated in leading
mankind to the brink of destruction, through
their mutual dishonesty and hypocrisy.

Simple truth has been replaced with a
mess of myths.

-1-

Committing suicideby drinking cyanideis
not comfortable; but, by that stage, thegroup's
mythology had reached an advanced stage.
Even death was easier than retracing their
stepsback toreality.

Thegreater tragedy isthat Jonestown may
be only astep or two ahead of therest of the
planet. Whilethe populationsof Russiaand
America are not lining up to take cyanide
tablets, they arelining up to votefor leaders
who talk seriously of participatinginanall-
out nuclear war.

No, theDark Ages(and Jonestown) arenot
finished chaptersinour history.

OURAIM

Wewishtodispel someof themythsof so-
called Christianity. We're not saying that
Jesus was amyth. But we are saying that a
Christianmythology hasevolved over theyears
which hasalmost no foundationintheteach-
ingsof Jesus.

-5-

If youarea"Christian", youmay feel threat-
ened by thisbooklet. Some of your most treas-
ured beliefswill beexaminedinthelight of the
teachingsof Jesus, and they will beexposed as
hoaxes.

Butyou need not feel threatened. Y ouhave
two honest alternatives: (1) Continuetomain-
tain your beliefs, but just stop calling them
"Christian”; or (2) Read to the end of this
booklet and find out what Jesus actually did
teach, and accept that.

In either case, you will have helped us to
achieve our aim, i.e. to clear up some of the
confusion about what Jesusstood for.

THECHRISTIANMYTH

Atatimewhen hewasabout to be executed
as a criminal, with even his closest friends
either denying himor running for cover, Jesus
said that therewould come atimewhen many
peoplewould claimto berepresentinghimin
order to gai nacceptanceand popul arity!

-6-
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Althoughit sounded liketheravingsof an
egomaniac at thetime, hisprediction hascer-
tainly cometruetoday.

ClaimingtobeaChristianisessential towin
aU.S. presidential election, helpful if selling
booksor records, and adefiniteadvantagewhen
applying for work or seeking leniency in a
court. "Christian" hascometo mean "decent,
respectable, good".

But suchadefinition hardly appliesto many
of the teachings and actions of the historical
Jesus. If thefactswereknown, probably most
of the people who have labelled themselves
Christianwould be absolutely disgusted with
thereal Jesus.

Thereligiousworld disposed of Jesus be-
cause histeaching posed athreat tothem. And
they continueto poseathreat today... but only
if they can be dug from under the tangle of
myths that have been used to hide them for
centuries.

-7-

Theterm'Christian’ only appearsthreetimes
intheBible. But Acts11:26 saysthewordwas
used to describedisciplesor studentsof Christ.

-8-
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When my wife married me, she took my
name. But, if sheshouldleaveme, andthenask
my father for help 'in my name', hewould say
that she had taken my nameinvain.

-11-

Someevangelical steach that you need only
say thename Jesusandit'll scareaway demons
and heretics. But thereisnomoremagicinthe
namethanthereisinaCatholiccrucifix or holy
water. Such superstitionsaretotally un-Chris-
tian. The devil isnot scared of the name. In
fact, heisquoted asconfessing that Jesuswas
"theHoly Oneof God." (Luke4:34) What does
scarehim (and those phoney churchleaders) is
anyonewhoisobedient to Jesus.

Sowhenyou hear religious people praying
toor praising 'Jesus', they could beprayingtoor
praising Satan. The nameof their godisnot so
important ashisteachings. (See John 8:37-47)

THEBORNAGAINMYTH

Possibly because of embarrassment by the
contradictionsof nominal Christians, afairly
recent movement of new improved Christians
has arisen... the 'born again' believers. For
these people, it isnot good enough to say you
areaChristian. Anyonecando that.

-12-

Y ouwouldbelucky tofind oneChristianin
ahundred today who has studied theteachings
of Jesus sufficiently to tell you even a dozen
thingshe hascommanded hisfollowersto do.

If you'vebeena'Christian' for morethana
week and do not know ten of Jesus' commands,
ask yourself whose teachings you have been
studying, and alter your nameaccordingly.

THEJESUSMY TH

Thisoneoverlapswiththe Christian myth.
It assumesthat any mention of Jesusrefersto
thehistorical Jesusof theBible.

But one need only take a trip to Mexico,
whereit seemsevery second malechildisnamed
Jesus (pronounced Hay-Zeus), to discover that
therearealot of Jesusesout therewho bear no
resemblanceto the Jesusof the Bible.

True, thereareversesthat promisespiritual
power if you believe in or ask for thingsin
Jesus name (e.g. John 1:12; 15:16). But Jesus
wasclearly notlooking for nominal loyalty.

_9_

Hesaid, "Not everyonewho callsmeLord
will enter into the kingdom of heaven, only
thosethat do thewill of my Father. Many will
say, 'Lord, have we not prophesied in your
name? andinyour namecast out devils?andin
your namedonemany wonderful works? | will
professuntothem: | never knew you. Depart
from me, you that work iniquity!"

The Jesus myth assumes that to do some-
thing in Jesus' name simply meansto say his
namein connectionwith an act or prayer. But
thisisfalse. Todosomethinginhisnameisto
doitinhisbehalf. If you're doing or saying
something that hedid not tell youto do or say,
thenclaimingitisinhisnameprovesnothing.

Tobeaccepted by aborn againer you must
say youare'bornagain'. (It never crossestheir
mindsthat you canjust aseasily lieabout being
born againasyou can about beingaChristian!)

Justificationfor themyth comesfrom some-
thing Jesussaid: 'Unlessyou arebornagain,
you cannot see the kingdom of heaven.” But
explanationsfor what born againmeansrange
from shallow ritual sto dramatic behavioural
changes. (SeeTheHolinessMyth.)

Generally, however, bornagainersbelieve
aChristianisonewho hassaid alittleprayer,
asking 'Jesus' to comeinto their 'heart’, and
sayingthey aresorry for their sins. Thisritual
isoftenreferred to as'accepting Jesusasyour
personal Saviour', or 'sayingthesinner'sprayer'.

Thefact that thereisno support for themyth
anywhere in the teachings of Jesus doesn't
daunt theborn againers. Peoplehavereligious
experienceswhiledoingtheritual, and credit
theritual itself with powersthat it doesn't have.

_13_

AGAM 1S A .
RELIGIOUS | BEHAVIGUR)

True rebirth is much more than aritual.
Jesus said wemust becomelikelittlechildren,
totally depending on our heavenly Father for
our material needs. That'show tobebornagain!

-14-
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When someone asked what he needed to do
tohaveeternal life, Jesussaid, " Sell all that you
have, and give to the poor, and come follow
me." (Luke 18:22) And, he told a group of
people, "Anyonewho doesnot giveup all that
they own cannot beaChristian." (Luke14:33)

Thisgivesusaclearer pictureof what Jesus
meant by being bornagain. Thereisno hint of
asinner'sprayer, or of askinganameintoone's
heart!

THEGRACEMYTH

Of al themythsincludedinthisbooklet, the
gracemythisprobably the closest to thetruth.
It'snot easy to spot theerrorsinit, and perhaps
becauseof thisit hashad very wideacceptance.

The grace teaching (and this much is not
myth) isthat nobody is perfect, and therefore,
acceptance by God could never depend on our
goodness, but rather on God'sgraceandforgive-
ness. Thedeath of Jesusonthe crosshassome-
how madethat graceavailableto all mankind.

-15-

Themyth aspect of the teaching takestwo
forms. Thefirsterroristhat peoplearetoldthat
they must do some kind of a religious act
(saying a prayer, attending mass, etc.) as a
necessary requirement to receive God'sgrace.

Someonehasrightly saidthat all it takesto
preach thegrace of God and thecrossof Christ
istotell everyoneon earththat they arealready
forgiventhrough Christ...whether they likeit or
not. Anyone who believes you is forgiven.
Believingisjust that simple. It doesn't need a
ritual tomakeitvalid. (Infact, ritualsusually
result becausethefaithiscounterfeit!)

Thesecond error inthegraceteachingisthe
myththat itiswrongtoteach or to seek to obey
theteachingsof Jesus, becausethat would bean
attempt to "work your way to heaven".

Let'sgetit clear fromthestart: Thetradi-
tional passagesof Scriptureto supportthegrace
teaching do not come from the teachings of
Jesus, they comefromthewritingsof St. Paul.

-16-
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Y et Paul himself warns against twisting what
he has said to excuse ourselves from Christ's
disciplines. (Galatians5:13, and 1:8) And St.
Peter said that ignorant peopl etwist what Paul
taught about God'sgraceto excusetheir lack of
diligence to be found obeying Jesus when he
returns. (11 Peter 3:14-17)

If weareto honestly preach the message of
God'sgrace, wemust | et peopleknow that they
do not need to go to church, say prayers, stop
smoking and drinking, etc. to beforgiven; but
we should also be aware that if they really
believethat Jesushasmadeall of thispossible,
then they will assume that the commands of
Jesusarealso part of God'sgood news, and they
will seek to obey them aswell... remembering
al the time that, if they do not obey them
perfectly, Godstill lovesand forgives. Canyou
see how thisissignificantly different fromig-
noring Christ'scommands, or in someother way
excusing oursel vesfromtaking them seriously?

-18-

THEHOLINESSMY TH

Somewho have seenthefallacy of teaching
that believersneed not obey God, haveempha-
sised theneed for achangein behaviourinthe
livesof thosewho have accepted God'sgrace.

Themistakeisthat their changein behav-
iour usually takestheform of health and social
taboosthat rarely ever haveanythingtodowith
theteachingsof Jesus.

Someof thedisciplineslookedforinbeliev-
ers are: no smoking; no drinking; no use of
culturally offensivelanguage; no casual men-
tion of sex; no going to movies or dances;
alterations to dress styles; etc. All of thisis
called'holiness. Butit haslittle, if any, connec-
tionwith theholinessthat Jesustaught.

Trueholinesswill not comefrom abook of
manmade rules. We cannot make ourselves
holy. What we candoisrespondto God'slove,
by following and obeying Jesus. Trueholiness
will grow fromthat.

-19-
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Theword holymeans set apart. Early Chris-
tianswereset apart fromtherest of society, but
it wasn't based on the issues taught by the
holinesspeople.

In Old Testament times people were told
that the way to make one day aweek holy was
to stop working for money and to give full
attention to thethings of God on that oneday.
Jesus said that hisfollowers could exceed the
Jewish idea of righteousness by setting their
whole/ivesapart for serviceto God.

Hetaught: "Do not think about what you
will eat or wear (for all thenationsof theworld
seek these things), but seek God's kingdom
instead. (Matthew 6:25-34)

Matthew the tax collector did not have to
change hislanguage, clothing, or eating habits
toconvincepeoplehewasholy. All hedidwas
quit hisjob and follow Jesus! (Luke5:27-28)

The holiness myth is apoor substitute for
scriptural holiness!
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THEPRAYERAND PRAISEMYTH

M eetings of most denominationsarecalled
prayer meetings, prai se meetings, and/or wor-
shipservices. Praiseisregarded asan essential
(if not predominant) element in Christianity.

Butonceagain, Jesushadlittleto say onthe
subject. His criticisms of people who say to
him,"Lord! Lord!" appear totreat praisewitha
bit of skepticism. (Seealso TheJesusMyth.)

Peoplewho say thenicest thingsabout usin
public are often the most damning behind our
backs. Continual and forced flattery isapoor
substitutefor genuinecommunication.

Anyone who needs (or even desires) an
audiencewhenthey arepraising God must have
avery shallow privaterelationshipwith him.

| do not need to flaunt my relationshipwith
my wifeto provemy lovefor her, or to provel
am not ashamed of her. Infact, if | did, most
people would see it as a sick perversion of a
very privatematter.

-22-
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Jesussaid, "Do not belike the hypocrites.
They loveto pray, standing in the synagogues
and onthestreet corners, that they may be seen
of men; but when you pray, enter into your
closet, and when you have shut thedoor, pray to
your Father in secret." (Matthew 6:5-6)

-23-

Where is this taught or practised today?
Genuinepraiseand worship arenot publicacts,
but continual attitudes. (I Thessal onians5:16-
18) And obedienceisthehighest form of praise.

THETONGUESMY TH

Thecharismatic movement promotesareli-
giousexperiencethey call 'the baptism of the
Holy Spirit'. Itiscommon practiceto associate
and even equate Holy Spirit baptismwiththe
phenomenon of speakingintongues.

(Tospeak intongues, just concentrateonan
ideaor feelingyouwishtocommunicate. Make
soundswith your mouth, but don'ttry toform
meaningful words. Thisexerciseaidscommu-
nication, because the spirit of what we say is
often moreimportant than thewords used.)

Saying that tongues is always a gift from
God, however, islike saying that all worship
(regardlessof who weworship) isgood.

Tongues-worshippersareoften embarrassed
by thewidedivergenceof beliefsamongst those

_24-
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who sharethesameexperience: from Catholic
Pentecostal swho prophesy inthenameof Mary,
to Children of Godwho practisereligiouspros-
titution; from the Jonestown suicide cult, to
sectsthat worship thedevil.

A ministerinasect that saysyou must speak
intonguesto beaChristian, said, onlearning
that some sataniststalk intongues, " They must
have God's Spirit; they'rejust usingitincor-
rectly." How blind canonebe! Of coursethey
don'thave God's Spirit. Andthesamecouldbe
said for most other tongues-talkersaswell.

They worship their bellies or emotions
(Philippians 3:19). It'sagood feeling to find
speech fluency by this exercise, but it should
not numb usto theneed for rational thought. (1
Corinthians 14:14-20) The phenomenon is
irrelevantinguaging one'srelationshipto God.

Jesus made only one short reference to
tongues, and nowhereintheentireBibleisthere
anythingthat saysaperson must speak intongues

-25-

to befilled with God's Spirit; nor doesit say
that apersonwho speaksintonguesnecessarily
possesses God's Spirit. Onthecontrary, Paul
says, "Though | speak withtongues... and have
not love, | am become as sounding brass or a
tinklingcymbal." (I Corinthians13:1) Inother
words, without God's Spirit of /ove tonguesis
just alot of noise!
THECHURCHMYTH

When backed into acorner, most churchgo-
erswill admit that thereisnobasisfor calling
thebuildingwherethey conduct their meetings
achurch. No onewantsto take the blame for
starting thisridiculousmyth; but almost every-
oneseemsprepared to perpetuateit.

Whenthey'renot calling buildingschurches,
they'recallingreligiousclubschurches. "What
churchdoyougoto?' they ask when they meet.

Some progressive church-goerspictureall
buildingsand all denominations combined as
beingthe'church'. Butthey too arewrong.

_26_

A Christianhasbut oneloyalty andthatisto
Christ. Paul said,"1sChristdivided? WasPaul
crucified for you? Were you baptised in the
name of Paul?" (I Corinthians 1:12-13) As
long as people are identified by denomina-
tional loyalties, they arenot Christians.

Jesusdid not cometo start areligion. He
saidthat God iscapabl e of reading thethoughts
of every heart, and he can judge each of us
according to our own honesty and sincerity.

When awoman argued about which syna-
goguewastheright one, Jesussaid, " The hour
is coming when you will neither here nor in
Jerusalem worship the Father. Trueworship-
persworshiptheFatherinspiritandintruth, for
the Father seekssuchtoworshiphim. Godisa
spiritand they that worship him must worship
himinspiritandintruth." (John4:21-24)

Religious peopletoo often put their faith
in what they can see. They liketo be able
to package thingsup into neat little boxes.
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COME INSIDE AND EXPERIENCE
THE THRILL OF A MIGHTY
RUSHING WIND !

=

It's easier to judge people on the basis of
their religion than to honestly listen to them.
Jesussaid, "Thewind blowswhereitlikes, and
you hear the sound of it, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it goes. So is
everyonewhoisborn of the Spirit." (John 3:8)

_28_

Jesussaid, "Thekingdom of God does not
comethrough observation; neither shall they
say, Comehere! or Gothere! For thekingdom
of Godiswithinyou." (Luke17:20-21)

Jesus said we must becomelikelittlechil-
dren, starting over with non-religiousconcepts
of spiritual matters, if weareto see hischurch.
(John 3:3) And, of the time just before he
returns, he said therewould be many leaders
claiming to have God's anointing. (Matthew
24:4-5) They will say that theway to find Jesus
istocometowherethey meet. (Matthew 24:23-
26) Hisinstructions: "Don't follow them!"

THEBAPTISMMYTH

Noissuein church history hascaused more
problemsin proportiontoitsactual importance
than theissue of water baptism.

St. Paul had discovered by thetimehewrote
hisfirst letter to the Corinthiansthat baptism,
and particul arly who performed the baptism,
wasbecoming anexcusefor divisions.

-29

Heexclaims, "I thank God that | baptised
noneof you... for Christ sent me not to baptise,
buttopreach.” (I Corinthians1:14-17)

But how doesthat line up with Jesus' great
commissionin Matthew 28:19-20? "Goteach
all nations, baptising them, and teaching them
toobserveall that | have commanded you."

Wemust not confuse John the Baptist with
Jesus. Johnsaid, "I baptisewithwater, but Jesus
baptiseswiththeHoly Ghost." (Luke3:16) Are
wedisciplesof Jesusor disciplesof John?

Water baptismwasaJewish symbol of com-
mitment to God. Jesus fulfilled theritual by
being baptised by John. (Matthew 3:13-15)

Jesuslater said, " Thelaw and prophetswere
till John. Sincethat time, thekingdom of Godis
preached.” (Luke16:16) So John'sbaptismhas
nothingtodowith Christianity. (SeeLuke7:28)

Though Jesus| et hisdiscipleswater baptise
people, herefused todoit himself (John 4:2),
for hisbaptismwaswith theHoly Spirit.

-30-
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Paul said thereisonly one Christian baptism
(Ephesians 4:2); but after the disciples were
baptised with God's Spirit onthe Day of Pente
cost, they still tried to make Jewsout of Gentile
Christiansby circumcising and water baptising
them. Later, therequirementswereshortened tg
twosimplerules: avoidfornicationandidolatry |

So how does one baptise someone with the
Holy Spirit? Look again at the Great Commision
on page 30 (in bold type): Teach them whai
Jesustaught. Jesussaid, " Thewords| speak are
Spirit and life." (John 6:63) We baptise (or
‘cover') peoplewith histeachings; theyaccept
what they hear; and Godgivesthem his Spirit,

But thisistoo easy for baptism mythol ogists|

THEHEAVENMYTH

Religionistsseethingsin blacksand whites|
especially if it comesto one's eternal destiny|
Either youare'saved' or eternally 'lost’. Thisig
why so many simplistic formulas have been
created to determinewhoissaved andwhoisn't]
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Theheaven myth teachesthat something
can bedoneinaninstant of timewhichwill
assureyou aticket to heaven when you die.
To prove your faith in the myth, you must
proclaim loudly and longly that you know
beyond ashadow of doubt that you are'saved'.

Thisforced show of confidenceisanindi-
cation of alack of real confidence, anditis
what puts most peopl e off conversationswith
such people. A self-righteous know-it-all
attituderarely attractshonest, intelligent lis-
teners.

Jesus promised eternal life, but he never
spoke of "going to heaven when you die."
Instead, he taught about a kingdom of (or
from) heaven, whichishereon earthnow, in
theform of thetruthsthat hetaught, and the
peoplewho accept and practise them.

Thiskingdomisonly arevolutionaryforce
now, but when Jesusreturns, he promisesto
establishvisibleruleover thewhole earth.

_33_
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Heavenisnot wherewego, but rather where
thekingdom (anditsking) arefrom. (John 3:13-
21)

Believing Jesus cannot be completed in a
moment of time (asthough you could dispense
withitandthen get onwithwhat really interests
you). It'sanon-going relationshipwhich may
either deepen or dissolveasweget to know more
about him and histeachings. (John 8:30-31)

Salvation beginsright now, asthetruthsof
Christ saveusfromthelies, fears, greed, and
hatred of thispresent evil world. Themoreyou
getaway fromthetruthsof Jesus, themorelost
you becomeinthemessof mythsand confusion
that existin man'scounterfeitreligions.

THEBIBLEMYTH

The Bible myth saysthe Bibleisthe com-
pleteandinfallible'Word of God'. It saysthat
eachword of the Biblecarriesequal authority,
and nothing doneor said sinceits66 bookswere
completed can properly betermed ‘inspired'.

By challenging thismyth, we show more
faithintheBiblethanthosewhoteachit.

TheBibleitself saysonly that Jesusisthe
Word (or perfect revelation) of God. (John
1:14, Revelation 19:13-16) The Bible pro-
claimsitslack of inspiration at times. (e.g. |
Corinthians 7:12, 25) The Bible says: "If
anyone speaks, |l et them speak asthe oracles
of God," makingit clear that all followers of
Jesus can (and should) beinspired.

TheBibleisthebest record we have of the
teachings of Jesus, aswell asthewritings of
many other great peopleof God. But thereal
purpose behind the Bible mythisto convince
peoplethat knowing God'swill isadifficult
task, requiring yearsof trainingin Greek and
Hebrew languages, an intimate knowledge of
Jewish holy days and ceremonial laws, ex-
pertisein church history, and familiarity with
Greek, Roman, and Jewish customs at the
time of Jesus. Thisisnot true.
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Infact, abit of honesty will put you miles ,
ahead of such theologians, who are usually THE BIBLE IS NOME, ONLY THE
moreinterested in scoring pointsfor their de- INFALUBLE !} RORIGINAL VERSION
nominationl viewpoi ntstharj|nf|nd| ng thetruth. WHICH e iy Dortr
Theproof text for the Biblemythisastate- g VERSION YW e yse THAT
ment that all holy writingsareinspired by God it
and arehelpful to believers. (11 Timothy 3:16) 7 P -
However, when Paul reminded Timothy a - | kS
few momentslater to bring thecloak and parch- \‘.\\ !
mentshehadleftat Troas (Il Timothy 4:13) it .
was clear that he did not see this as a 'holy Ho ONE HAS ™
EVER FOUND 1T !

writing' inspired by God!

Many holy writing are, indeed, foundinthe
Bible; and prophetic books must betreated with
special care (Revelation 22:18-19) sincetrue
prophetsdo not writeopinions, but relay mes-
sagesjust asthey receive them from God. (11
Peter 1:20-21) Often these messages are not
clear until they actually cometo pass, and so
alteringthemto fit animperfectinterpretation
can bequitedangerous.

-37-
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Buttobeinspired and profitablearenot the
same asto beinfallible. Nor do all passages
rateequally with regard to their hel pfulness.
For example, wenolonger stoneadulterers, or
practise polygamy; sowhy should weplacethe
rest of the Jewish Old Testament on apar with
the teachings of Jesus? And why rate an
apostle'swriting asequal to Jesus' teachings
either?

Jesusdid not regard the Old Testament as
completeorinfallible. (Mark 2:24-28; 10:2-5;
Luke11:31-32) And Paul saidweareonly to
follow him insofar as he follows Jesus. (I
Corinthians1:13; Galatians 1:8, | Corinthians
11:1-3a; Matthew 23:9; | Corinthians4:15)

Wedon't need to'balance’ theteachings of
Jesuswith statementsfrom Peter, Paul, M oses,
or anyoneelse. They arethe oneswho should
betakenwith agrain of salt; for thereisonly
oneinfalliblepersoninall history, andthatis
Jesus... theWord of God!
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THEHEALINGMYTH

A particularly tempting mythistheonethat
saysitisnever God'swill for anyoneto besick.
Acording to thismyth, you need only believe
hard enough and all sicknesswill disappear. Of
course, if it doesnot, then that isproof of some
spiritual weaknesson yourpart (not onthe part
of the person preaching themyth).

This myth has led to much trickery. (11
Thessalonians 2 callsit 'lying signsand won-
ders'.) Peopledosilly thingsto convincethem-
selves and othersthat they have succeeded in
bringing about miraclesthroughtheir faith.

Certainly any God who could create the
universe and all that isin it, would have no
problem healing sicknesses. But believing that
God isableto perform miraclesisnot enough
for thehealing mythologists. They insist that
youshould"claim" your healingasaGod-given
right thisvery moment. (Asthough God could
bebluffedinto obeyingyour orders!)
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The healing being referred to is obviously a
healing of our sinful (‘iniquitous’) nature.

Paul said our bodies haven't yet been re-
deemed. He said God's Spirit has come to
comfort usinour sicknesses. (Romans8:22-26)

One can ask for healing; but no one can
demandit. Real faithislikethat of Job: "Though
he slay me, yet will | trust him." (Job 13:15)
Real faith isnot in healing, but in God. Job
trusted that whatever God allowed would be
best for him. That'sreal faith!

THEPROSPERITY MYTH

One of the most fervently espoused and
financially profitablemythsinreligiontoday is
the prosperity myth. Basically it teachesthat
Jesuscameto bring economic prosperity to his
followers. ItisacrossbetweentheNew Guinea
‘cargo’ cults(whichlook for God todropwealth
from airplanes) and the Hindu caste system
(whichteachesthat itisthewill of God for poor
peopleto be poor).
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SANTA ONLY GIVES YOO'
TONS IF YoURE GOOD!
YOou MUSTA BEEN

EverrwHere [ 60 THousanps
ARE BEING w A A
RESULT OF MY MINISTRY.
ComE To MY HeETINGS IF You
WANT TO BE HEALED! COD

HAs GNEN ME e GIFT
) OF HEALING !

Unl..ITs
FAULT! Yau
DIDN'T BELIEVE
HARD ENOUGH!
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Jesusdid miracles, and hesaid hisfollowers
would do greater thingsthan hedid. (About the
only thing greater thanraisingthedeadisgiving
eternal lifeto someone, something Jesus' disci-
plescouldonly do after hisresurrection.)

But Jesustaught almost nothingabout heal -
ing. Youdon'tteachhealing; youjustdoit. And
hedid. Healsotold peoplenot to say anything
about it when he did. (e.g. Matthew 9:30) By
contrast, the healing myth is mostly talk and
hypeand very littlequiet action.

And what Jesus taught about miracles in
general isthat they arenot for everyone. (Luke
4:23-29) Hesaid only evil, selfish people put
their faithinthem. (Matthew 16:4; John 2:23-
25) Butthenfaith healersnever teach that!

The healing proof text is from a prophecy
about Jesus: "Hewasbruised for our iniquities...
and by hisstripeswearehealed." (1saiah 53:5)
Onemay aswell say Proverbs12:18 teachesthat
awiseman can heal sicknessby lickingwounds!
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Theprosperity teaching saysnon-Christian
nationsare poor becausethey'renon-Christian,
andtheWestisrichbecauseitisChristian. The
rolethat multi-national splay instripping poorer
countriesof their resourcesiseither ignored or
identified asan expression of God'swill.

The myth teaches that personal religious
zeal will berewarded with economic success.
A good Christian works hard, thus winning
promotionsover non-Christianworkers. This
inspiresother workersto become Christians,
and it inspires employers to hire Christians,
becausethey arethemost eager to makemoney.

Thefavoriteproof textisthis: "l wishabove
all thingsthat you may prosper and bein health,
even asyour soul prospers.” (111 John2) The
assumption is that prosperity must mean an
abundance of material possessions.

Y et my dictionary makes no reference to
material wealthinitsdefinition. It givesjust
twowordsasadefinition: succeed, or thrive.
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Society tells us that success is all about
making money. And theprosperity mythdraws
heavily onsuchalie.

-46-
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If anyoneseriously thinks John'sreference
to prosperity was talking about becoming
wealthy, try comparing that concept with other
New Testament writings.

James: "Hasnot God chosen thepoor of this
world, richin faith, and heirs of the kingdom
that hehaspromisedtothemthat lovehim? Do
not rich men oppressyou, and blasphemethat
worthy name by which you arecalled? Go to
now, you rich men! Weep and how! for your
miseriesthat shall comeuponyou. Youhave
heaped treasure together for the last days."
(James2:5-7;5:1-3)

Paul: "Anyone who wants to berich falls
intoatrap that drownspeopleindestruction...
for thelove of money istheroot of all evil." (I
Timothy 6:5-10)

Jesus: "Blessed arethe poor, for theking-
dom of Godistheirs... but woetoyouthat are
rich, for you havereceived your consolation!"
(Luke6:20-25)

-47-

THEMISSING PIECE

If an enemy of Jesushad unlimited power to
discredit him, he could not do better than to
createareligion that contradicted everything
Jesustaught, and then say that Jesusfoundedit.
Andthat isprecisely what hashappened.

Jesussaidthat thereligiousbuilderstriedto
put their building together without the most
important piece: the cornerstone. (Matthew
13:24-30; Luke 10:17-18)

Itisn'tthat they haven'ttried tofind acorner-
stone, or criteriaby which to assesstruth and
error; it'sjust that they havetried everything
except theteachingsof Jesus.

Attheend of hissermon onthemount, Jesus
said, "Whoever hearsthese sayingsof mineand
doesthem, | will liken himunto awisemanwho
built hishouse on arock. And everyone that
hears these sayings and does not obey them
shall belikened untoafoolishmanwhobuilt his
houseuponthesand." (Matthew 7:24-27)

-48-

-49-

Many of the teachings of Jesus have been
referred to in this booklet; but in case the
positive side hasbeen lost in criticisms of the
myths, wewill state at | east some of it here.

Jesus said the whole world livesin fear of
starvingtodeath, littlerealising that the Creator
of theuniversehastheability to seethat every-
onehasall that they need. (M atthew 6:30-33)

He saysthat if we would stop working for
food (John 6:27) and spend our time spreading
this message of God's proividential care all
over the world (Mark 16:15), he would take
careof all our needs.

That is what we are doing, and we have
foundthat, by starting here, our ‘building' hasfit
together; theBiblehasmade sense; and God has
amply provided for our needs.

Sound interesting? Why not contact usif
youareinterestedinmoreinformation, or if you
would liketo work with us. (John 4:35; Luke
10:2)

-50-
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19. Christian,
but not Religious

The Jesus Christians regarded "Mess of
Myths" to be too detailed for the general
public to bother reading; so Gary McKay (bor-
rowing a couple of his older brother's draw-
ings, as well as a Ron Cobb cover) put to-
gether a "midi-comic” which was twice the
size of the early mini-comics.

This one had more pictures and fewer
words, and it incorporated a string of stories
from the gospels. This included: The Good
Samaritan, the woman caughtin adultery, the
unforgiving servant, the husbandmen and the
vineyard, and a number of quotes from the
Sermon on the Mount.

The overall message was that Jesus regu-
larly challenged the orthodox religious hier-
archy, and defended the common man.

The comic was an immediate success, and
it has been distributed widely on three conti-
nents. As recently as June, 2000, a reprint
was made for use in Europe.
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... DUt not
religious!

19. CHRISTIAN — NOT RELIGIOUS 141

CHRISTIANITY HAS NOT BEEN TRIED & FOUND
WANTING. INDEED, IT HAS RARELY EVER BEEN
TRIED AT ALL.

1F THE GENERAL PUBLIC KNEW MORE ABOUT
WHAT JESUS CHRIST ACTUALLY TAUGHT, THE
AVERAGE CHURCHGOER WOULD BE ASHAMED TO
BE ASSOCIATED WITH HIM.

IN THIS BOOKLET ARE SOME OF THE TEACH-
INGS OF CHRIST -~ SOME WELL-KNOWN, OTHERS
NOT S0 WELL- KNOWN. AS You READ THEM, TRY
TO IMAGINE WHAT THE WORLD wWoOULD BE LIKE
TODAY IF PEOFLE STARTED TO TAKE THEM SER-
IOVUSLY - YOU KNOW, ACT LIKE GOD HIMSELF
HAD SPOKEN THEM. YOU MIGHT BE IN FOR A
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142 SOMETHING DIFFERENT
_ r — _
TAKE THE SUBJECT OF GOING § | A FELLA ONCE ASKED JESUS “THIS BUSINESSHAN MAS WALK- | § “A BISHOP FROM THE CATHED-
TO HEAVEN FOR EXAMPLE. HOW TO GET THERE. ING DoWN SWANS ToN STREET | § Rat, SAW IT BUT HE WAS LATE
ONE NIGHT, WHEN TWO YOBBOS I FOR A MEETING: HE RECKON

MUGGED HIM. THE COPS WOULD TEND TO IT.

JUST LOVE GOD AND
YOUR NEIGHBOUR.

NO GOING TO CHURCH, SAYING
PRAYERS, OR READING BIBLES.|
NO QUITTING SWEARING, GAM-
BLING, OR DRINKING. JUST
LOVE GOD & YOUR NEIGHBOUR.

*AN AMERICAN EVANGELIST OK JJ*THEN A PUNK CAME ALONG, &
HIS WAY To THE FAMILY LIFE | JHELPED THE MAN. HE FLAGGED
CENTRE, SPIED THE MAN, BUT § |powN A CAB AND TOOK HIM TO
WINCEB HIMSELF THAT THE J JTHE HOSPITAL HIMSELE."

THAT SET JESUS OFF TELL-
ING A STORY.
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J—

WHICH ONE DO YOU
SUPPOSE WAS BEING A
GOOD NEIGHBOUR?

READ THIS STORY IN LUKE 10:
VERSES 25-37.

SEEMS JESUS WAS ALWAYS PUT-

JTING DOWN RELIGIOUS PEOPLE,

AND SIDING WITH PEOPLE WHO
WERE ANYTHING BUT RELIGI
ONE DAY A MINISTER UP NEA
KINGS CROSS INYITED JESUS
T0 DINNER.

NOTHING BUT THE BES
FOR MY FRIEND HERE!

A WOMAN WHO'D BEEN WORKING
AS A PROSTITUIE, TO SUP
HER HEROIN HABIT, SPOTTED
JESUS, AND RACED INTO THE
| RESTAURANT.

Y00 HOO! TESUS HONEY!
THERE YOU ARE!

SHE CRAWLED UNDER THE TARBLE]
AND BEGAN TO WASH HIS FEET|
WITH AN EXPENSIVE PERFUME.

GOD I'VE BEEN
REAL BAD! WEEP!
SOB!

19. CHRISTIAN
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THE BAPTIST MINISTER WAS
SHOCKED. _

[00K SHE'S HUGGING AND
KISSING YOUR FEET!
HOW DISGUSTING/

SO JESUS THEN TOLD ANOTHER
STORY.

W0 PEOPLE OWED A MAN
MONEY ONE OWED HIM $5000
AND ONE OWED HIM $50
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THIS KIND OF THING REALLY
UPSET THE CHURCHIES. ONE
DAY THE ENTIRE MINISTERS'
FRATERNAL 1N BRISBANE IN-
VITED JESUS ALONG TO A
MEETING, WHERE THEY HOPED | X
T0 PROVE HE WAS TEACHING
HERESIES.

THEY BROUGHT AN ABORIGINAL
WOMAN ALONG TO
THIS WOMAN MAS CA
SLEEPING WITH A MAN

5 NOT HER HUSBAND 1

YO NEVER GAVE HE A HIG
WHEN WE MET. BUT THIS Wo-
[ HAN HAS VASKED MY FEET
WITH EXPENSIVE PERFUME AND
TEARS OF GRATEFUINESS, 106,
GING AND KISSING ME,
BECAUSE SHE REALLY KNONS
THAT SHE NEEDS LOVE!

JESUS DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING.
HE JUST STARTED WRITING ON
A PIECE OF PAPER-

BUTYOUT YOU ALMOST ACT Y KANYTHING WRONG THAT YOU'VE

LIKE J SHOULD BE THE ONE DONE HAS BEEN FORGIVEN!

T0 FEEL HONOURED BY GOING
TO DINNER WITHYOQU!

NOW, ANYONE WHO THINKS
HE'S PERFECT CAN TELL US
WAT 10 B0 WITH HER!

READ THIS STORY IN LUKE 7:
VERSES 36-37.
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WASN'T SOMEONE ACCUSING
YOU OF BEING BAD?

NOT ANYMORE, IT SEENSI

19. CHRISTIAN —

NOT RELIGIOUS 149

“THEY MAKE IMPOSSIBLE RULES

AND DO NOTHING TO HELP
PEOPLE OBEY THEN,” HE SAID.

E I l'BMSTURﬁmm
4 T N0 BRTH CONTROL
4 I NO WET DREANS -
& T N SEX. mousms’
BT NODANCING *

i YT N0 HUGGING -

18 YIT NO FRIENDSHIP -
v PEOPLE Hﬂuw

S

"EVERYTHING THEY DO IS CAL-
CULATED TO l‘iAK.E THEMSELVES

“THEY HAVE TITLES LIKE
DOCTOR, FATHER, MISTER,
BI-:VE:REHD

THEN HE TURNED TO THE
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“YOUR EVANGELISTIC CAM-
PAIGNS ONLY MAKE PEOPLE
INTO BIGGER HYPOCRITES

THAN THEY ALREADY WERE.

SAY THIS PRAYER, AND ?
THEN YOU'LL BEYE ER
THAN S5

“YOU TEACH PEOPLE
FAITHFUL IN GJVING

HE'S TRYING TO
HIS WAY TO

19. CHRISTIAN —
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JESUS WAS PRETTY ANT1-
RELIGIOUS. HE TOLD A WOMAN
WHO WANTED To ARGUE OVER
WHICH CHURCH [S THE BEST
/1T DOESN'T MATTER
HERE YOU WORSHIP! AS
HONEST.

682,

JOHN 4:19-24

“REAL FATTH DOESN'T DEPEND
gn AHHORGANTSATIW. IT'S

LL IN YOUR ATTLTUDE -
TOUARD GOD AND TOWARD
OTHERS.

“YOU GLORIFY PAST HEROES OF
THE FAJWILE PERSECUT-
ING THE ENT ONES.

“IN FACT, WHEN YOU SENSE

PEOPLE ARE JUST TRYING TO
GET YoU TO FOLLOW THEIR
RELIGION TURN AWAY EROM

THEX' (T ARE THE ONL
TRUE CHURCH?

-10-

LUKE 17:20- 23

WINERY DOWN IN THE BAROSSA
VALLEY. THEY HIRED HANAG
TO LOCK AFTER THE PLACE
WHILE THEY SET UP ANOTHER
WINERY NEAR NEWCASTLE,

9 'S
PENEOLDS:!
—WINERY=

HE ToLD A STORY ABOUT A nﬂ

e ———
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[ NOW 1 WANT You TO TELL THE | F'YoU CAN EXPECT SOME REALLY

“BUT THESE BLOKES KEPT ALL | | “FINALLY OLD MR. PENFOLD WORLD HHAT 1
THE PROFITS FOR ‘THEMSELVES, | | sent H1S son AroUsp 1o FINp SATD - EVEN 16 e G | | FEAVY CEPOSITION WHEN YOU
%ﬂr%asp AL THE © OUT WHAT WAS GOING ON. LEADERS HON'T ba, -

SEE :19-20 JOHN 15:18-25

= .% ﬁ,’é’_’{’

*SOME OF YOU WILL EVEN BE || “TRY 70 LOVE EVEN YOUR
%‘ir% FOR TEACHING THESE [} ENEMIES, REFUSING To HIT
S. BACK WHEN THEY HURT YoU.

e

oy s same | (L ARTEIDE HE
THEY WOULD GET A WLTH ING THEYLL NEVER HAVE

TO ANSWER
ITr g

HE WAS JUST A
} FANATIC! NO-ONE WILL
2 MISS HIM!

/

O,
\ 3
- , f
Ppon'T BE

AFRATD OF 'THEM.
SEE MATTHEW 10: 28-39

READ THIS IN MARK 12:1-12
-12-
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IF YOU ARE SICK OF THE RELIG-
10US GAMES PEOPLE PLAY, THEN YOU

m THE TROUBLE WITH THE| | “FORGET ABOUT FO® AND
MIGHT BE SURPRISED TO KNOW THAT

CAN'T SEE PAST | | CLOTHES. JUST WORK TO BULLDY
THE A WORLD OF LOVE, AND I'LL
NEXT HOUSE PAYHENT. AMND TAKE CARE OF YOU,

' '. '.II- i

SEE NATTHEW 6:24-34

“YOU'LL PEFEND MONEY AND
THE SYSTEM THAT PRADUCES
IT, OR YOU'LL DEFEND GOD,
THE GIVER OF ALL TRUE

' JESUS CHRIST HAD HIS FILL OF SELF

RIGHTEOUS HYPOCRITES 00!
THE TRUTHS HE SPOKE UNDERMINED
THE VERY BASIS OF RELIGION, AS HE
DEMONSTRATED A WHOLE NEW CONCEPT
OF LIVING THAT HE CALLED “THE

KINGDOM OF GOD.”

THE CHURCH LEADERS OF HIS DAY
COULD NOT TOLERATE THIS SUBVER-
SIVE RADICAL, AND JESUS WOULD, NO
DOUBT, BE CRUCIFIED AGAIN, IF HE
WALKED THE EARTH TODAY.

WE DARE YOU TO DISCOVER WHAT
JESUS REALLY DID SAY, BY READING
HIS WORDS, FOUND IN THE FIRST 4
BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. YOU
COULD ALSO WRITE AND ASK FOR OUR
SIMPLE COMMENTARY ON THE “SERMON
ON THE MOUNT® — MOUNTAIN & MOLE-
HILLS, TO;

CHRISTIANS BOX 353 GEELONG

32720.
AUSTRALIA
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There once Was an emperor
who took. great pride in his
3 %el However he had so many

that, he lcnged for Some-
thing entm.l:y dl.Fferen

20. The Emperor's
New Clothes

The early favorite amongst the many mini-
comics produced by the Jesus Christians,
was one based on the classic children's story
by Hans Christian Andersen, "The Emperor's
New Clothes". In fact, this was the first of
their tracts to be distributed overseas. A
team was sent to New Zealand with suitcases
full of them in the early 1980s.

The message in the first edition centered

on the tendency to use clichés like "born 8&‘{“ e T s ,ﬁﬁ“g;“m“;?ﬁ?mﬂ{ﬁ
again" as entrance into a secret club, without could onlly be seen fended £ be dble to

ple who were worthy of
gm‘ pcéltmn.‘! in his k.mgdm &ti\t}?afntt}; l-:rpa!-d a hoge sum

ever thinking about what they really mean.
In more recent times, the community has
produced a library of "Easy English" classics
to be used to teach English (and, just quietly,
a bit of Jesus Christian teaching too) in the
schools of South India. The Andersen classic
is the first book in the series, which also
includes books by Mark Twain, Daniel DeFoe,
Rudyard Kipling, Harriet Beecher Stowe,
Mohandas Gandhi, and William Shakespeare. *
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The news of the cloth's magical Everyone, like the emperor, pre- This story illustrates the games oS i

was published throoghout tended to see the clothes and people play in every age Ag cwlt- g,,“.f;e i Wﬁ%&i&sﬁnﬁfm
the kingdom and everyone was¢ made vague Comments ‘tolavmd ure, pretending to believe in Feelings and get them to do dis-
invited fo attend a parade where being accused of unworthiness. things they havent really ex- honest, ridiculous. and even dead-
?afdlﬂaem ditplay his new perienced... ings.

ke

5

BELIEVE Arsoryrey! [ve
HARD WORK,, HAD TO WoORE Foll
DoNT ou EVERY Lo I owini 2]

B ’ r
‘r. >
A

=

No one dared speak the truth..
becavse the tryth was that o
One was worthy. What a pred-
icament!

To save the emperor s the
kingdom from the crooked tai-
lor, someone would have to risk
being blamed for everyone
elses unworthiness.

In the end it was only the
honesty of a small child who,
obviously, had no position in
the kingdom s therefore,no-
thing of which he was unworth
y, that exposed the crooks,

The gome is piayed most, diten OF course corfusion results if
and most enthusiastically by people get too specific.
religious people, who tri; to con-

vince themselves and that
they are’worthy”

NoO, 1T A
CHANGE OF
BREHAVIOUR,

o {0, IT's ACLEPTING
JESUS AS YOoUR
SAVIOUR!

-6
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And the same people contradict
themselves when themr state-

ments are taken seriously by
people they regard as*un :

Perhaps true worthiness just
comsme bein{g mﬂb
even i arert i
per'}ect%ue.ws said that we
st become like little children
to enter his kingdom.

OF course it takes couraqe to
stand up to the lies t
make up o much of cor lives.

“The Fall of America and
other Short Stories”
Send a donat/ion to help
with printing s postage.

BOX AGT8 SYDNEY SOUTH.2000.

AUSTRALIA.
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21. Finances

The general public is often intrigued by the
concept of people living without working for
money. Most people envy the apparently
carefree lifestyle of the Jesus Christians. But
others accuse them of hypocrisy, convinced
that wherever they get their money from, it
cannot possibly have come from God.

While most charities regularly plead pov-
erty, and tell supporters that they will have to
fold up if they do not get x amount of money
very quickly, the Jesus Christians boast that
they have never lacked finances. What they
have most lacked is the manpower to spend
their finances responsibly.

One reason for this is that they concen-
trate on labour-intensive activities, and they
do not commit themselves to expenditures
unless they have the cash to cover it. In other
words, they live within their means.

Most of their support has come from peo-
ple giving them loose change in exchange for
their comics. An article and comic follow,
which comment further on this.
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How Do You Get Your Money?

People are naturally curious about our finances:
How can we preach poverty atthe same time that we
fly all over the world. The simple answer is that we
are both poor and rich at the same time.

We're rich by comparison to real poverty. The
Australian government offers more than $100 per
week to people who are unemployed, sick, old, or for
some other reason not receiving that much income.
By world standards that's an incredible amount of
money.* Earning $100 a month in India puts you in
the upper middle class; yet Australia's poorest get
four times that amount! We do not work for money,
and we do not accept the dole. But we still consider
ourselves to be rich by world standards.

On the other hand, we're quite poor. Because we
do not claim the benefits available to us from the
Australian government, we receive considerably less
than Australia's poorest people (those mentioned
above). In fact, from donations that we receive, we
each spend only about $35/week on food, clothing,
rent, and other normal daily expenses. The rest of
what we receive goes toward transportation and
printing costs which are directly related to our outreach

*When the community first started, some members were
receiving unemployment benefits. They later voted to go
off the dole, and they have not accepted dole payments
since. But their needs have still been met.
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programs. If we received even a minimum wage for all
the free work that we do, we could easily quadruple
our finances overnight. But we don't need it.

The fact that we are happy to be poor is what
infuriates our enemies. For by doing so, we expose
the universality of greed. Everyone, from missionaries
to oil magnates, shamelessly seeks more money,
while we shamelessly seek to live on less.

Critics are obsessed with locating our source of
income and then attacking it, in an attempt to prove
thatitis impossible to survive without love for money.

The usual approach is, "Okay, we accept that you
live by faith; but where does your money come from?
Who pays for your plane tickets? Where did you get
the clothes that you are wearing?"

The truth is that God takes care of us and we don't
much care how he does it. But occasionally we let
ourselves be drawn into answering further. The usual
answer is that in one way or another, someone gives
us what we need... from the goodness of their hearts.

"Ahal!" say our critics, "And where would you be if
that person hadn't worked for money?"

"Back where we were in the first place... trusting
our heavenly Father,"” we reply.

The difference is that we trust God and use
money; they trust money and use God.

What a shame, when you think they could be
working with a real God instead of the insipid God of
their religious double-talk.
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BUT THEN WE ASK FOR TWO OR
THREE CENTS TO HELP WITH THE
COST OF PRINTING THESE PAMPHLETS,

21. FINANCES 165

YES...AND NO.IT'S NOT A CON-
TRADICTION FOR US TO USE MON-
EY.WE DO IT ALL THE TIME.

SOMETIMES OUR MOTIVES ARE NOT
WHAT THEY SHOULD BE.

-5
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W LOULD JUST GVE THESE Awa IN OUR (SICK) SOCIETY
THE ONLY THINGS ‘FREE"
TEND TO BE ADS FOR
THINGS THAT ARENT

WEVE FOUND THAT IF YOU
(AND WE DO SOMETIMES!) a—

MEfOR YOU:. :'Hi
HE-SATISFACTION:===—Q)-]
TS“ANYTHING-MONEY =~ BEA
[FBUY;AND== CAN
:GB'(TH&E&E I'.REAT@R-"@ {

AND WHAT WE HAVE TO
SAY IS THAT PEOPLE
WORRY T00 MUCH

: =——— = B ir—
e ——
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= = e =
= — A — - ——
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22. Miscellany

A few of the comics prepared by the Jesus
Christians over the years have not fit neatly
into any particular category, so we have in-
serted them here, near the end of this book.

They include a special Christmas comic,
along with a short essay on the subject of
Christmas hype and materialism.

A popular comic which makes some wise
observations on the topic of time, and a Pea-
nuts comic that they decided to use, because
of its powerful message about the media, are
also included in this section..

There is a short "freeby” comic about theo-
ries and results, which was one of several
such leaflets that the group produced particu-
larly for the purpose of mass distribution to
big crowds of people, without bothering to
ask for donations.

Finally, there is an insightful essay on the
subject of donations, and how they are often
used by donors to control the recipients in a
way which Jesus himself would not have
approved of.
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HRISTMAS IS TRADITION-

ALLY A TIME OF SHARING,
1T IS A TIME OF GIVING AND
REMEMBERING THE GREAT-
EST GIFT OF ALL(.

UNFORTUNATELY...
FOR MANY IT IS A TIME OF
GETTING!

PARENTS ARE TOO LAZY
TO GIVE THEIR CHILDREN
THE TIME AND AFFECTION
THEY NEED, SO TRY TO BUY
THEIR LOVE WITH TOYS.
WE NOW HAVE A GENER-
ATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE
WHO HAVE GROWN UP IN
A SURROGATE FAMILY
OF VIDEO GAMES AND
CABBAGE PATCH DOLLS
WHILE MUM AND DAD ARE
BUSY WORKING FOR
THEMSELVES.

IT IS THIS GREED AND

MATERIALISM WHICH 1S
DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE PHYSICAL AND
SPIRITUAL POVERTY THAT
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AS \NDIWIDVALS WE
CAN BRING A FLICKER
OF LIGHT TO A DYING

THIS YEAR AT CHRISTMAS
PLEASE REMEMBER TO GIVE.
GIVE LOVE TO YOUR FAMILY,
AND REMEMBER THOSE

IN PHYSICAL NEED.

YOU COULD GIVE A CHRISTMA
(GIFT TO A STARVING tmwpm?)

. WE BELIEVE THAT
CHRISTMAS SHARING'CAN
BECOME A WAY OF LIFE.
INSTEAD OF WORKING FOR
A WAGE, GIVE YOUR TIME
TO HELPING OTHERS.

LIKE THE ONE WE REMEM-
BER AT CHRISTMAS, WE
REALISE THAT A CHANGE
WILL ONLY COME WHEN
SOMEONE 1S PREPARED
TO MAKE A SACRIFICE.

1]
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The Xmas Spirit

Then spake Jesus to the masses and to his
followers, saying, "The merchants and advertisers
control the world. You can learn from them, but
beware of their false values. They love to flaunt
their wealth. Be not like them.

"Woe unto you merchants and advertisers! For
ye devour widows' houses and for a pretence play
Christmas carols. Therefore ye shall receive the
greater damnation.

"Woe unto you merchants and advertisers! For
ye compass the airwaves to win customers, and by
so doing, ye make the next generation twofold
more materialistic than yourselves.

"Woe unto you, ye deceivers! For ye say that
they need not pay anything until next year, then
double your price in time payments.

"Woe unto you merchants and advertisers! For
ye create sentimental Christmas displays to hide
your willingness to sell your own mother to the
highest bidder. Outwardly ye appear beautiful, but
inwardly you are low-life scum.”

Then came his disciples and said unto him,
"Knowest thou not that the media and the churches
will be offended if they hear this saying? For they
too have profited greatly from the Christmas hype."
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But he answered and said, "So what! They are
blind leaders of the blind. They will go to hell
together!"

Then he looked up and saw the shoppers
spending billions on Christmas merchandise. He
saw a certain single mother spending her rent
money on a big Christmas dinner for her children,
and he said, "Of a truth | say unto you, that this
poor mother hath spent more than they all. For all
these have, out of their abundance, done their
shopping; but she, of her penury, hath spent all
that she had." (Mark 12:38-42)

It is rather surprising that Jesus damned rip-off
merchants at the same time that he immortalised
their victims. The innocence of those who waste
money on materialistic expressions of love is com-
mended... not because it is wise or right, but be-
cause it is sincere.

However, the real causes of all the evils in the
world, including such things as sexual immorality,
drug abuse, violence, and marital infidelity can be
traced back to the love of money. It is the greedy
merchants and advertisers who have exploited
legitimate drives and appetites to create a godless
and ideal-less world. We who fall for the lies of
materialism must answer for our gullibility, but
there can be no doubt that Jesus felt the system
leaders would receive "the greater damnation".
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BOX A678 SYDNEY STH.2000.
A GOOD THEORY WILL BRING GOOD AND A BETTER SPECIES WILL RESULT.
RESULTS, THE WAY TO TEST THINGS HITLER JUSTIFIED HIS MURDER OF
YOU ARE TAUGHT, IS TO SEE WHAT “INFERIOR” PEOPLE ON THESE GROUNDS.
RESULTS WHEN PEOPLE BELIEVE THEM. WAS HE RIGHT ?

MOST ECONOMIC THEO- VARIOUS POLITICAL ES
RIES TEACH THAT IT IS u@v CLAIM THAT THEY T
GOOD To MAKE PROFITS, BUT CAN END WARS.

YOU CANT MAKE PROFITS s RUT HAVE ANY

BY FEEDING POOR PEOPLE.
SO MILLIONS STARVE DE-
SPITE THE FACT THAT THERE

UGH FOOD

=) UALLY ELIMIN-
ATED BY A SUP-
ERIOR SPECIES

POLITICAL BODIES =
EVER SUCCEEDED IN
ACHIEVING
THAT GOALY
WE AS CHRISTIANS BELIEVE THAT
PROFITS BLIND PEOPLE Y0 THE IMPORT-
ANT ISSUES. EVOLUTION IS NONSENSE,
AND THE Way TO STOP WARS 1S BY
PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO PACIFISM.
DON'T BE CONNED' DEMAND THAT
SO-CALLED AUTHORITIES PROVE THEIR
THEORIES BRING GOOD RESULTS.
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The Donor

"Hello, my name is Phineas Bloggs, Managing
Director of the Dead Sea Salt Works. I'm looking for
the Son of God."

"That's me."

"Really? | had expected someone taller. Anyway,
God has given me a ministry of supporting various
evangelists, and I'd like to make a large donation
toward your work."

"Thank you. That's very nice."

"But | want to be sure it'll convert people to
Christianity."

"Would you like me to use it to feed the poor?"

"No, no, no! That's the kind of thing | want to avoid.
Anyone can feed the poor. | wantto teach people that
you are the Messiah... the Second Person of the
Trinity."

"I try to play down that sort of thing. It's so easy to
slap titles on leaders without really listening to what
they're saying."”

"You could use the money to rent a hall and hold
meetings. We could print up handbills and draw a
crowd."

"Crowds tend to happen pretty spontaneously for
me. | usually have more of them than | can handle. |
really don't need more than a few shekels for myself
and my followers..."

"Nonsense! You could put up posters in other
towns. Extend your influence. Just be sure they say
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you are the Saviour of the world, and that no one can
getto heaven without accepting you. Gotthat? Saviour
of the world, and..."

"People would have to be daft to believe I'm the
Saviour of the world just because a poster said so.
What if Caesar or Pilate did the same thing?"

"But they're not the Saviour of the world! And you
are... aren't you?

"Yes, but..."

"Are you the Messiah, the Way, the Truth and the life?"

"Yes, that's me. But you can just call me Jesus.
See, my Father usually tells them all the other stuff
after they've seen me in action. It's my love that they
need to see."”

"Love, schmuv! Everybody talks love these days.
We want converts, and we won't get them if we don't
make it clear that Christianity is superior to all the
other religions.”

"But the only way to do that is with superior love.
We have to lay down our lives in love first, before
they will have a good reason to believe we're special.”

"Oh, | see! The cross! Good idea. We can put up
crosses all over the country. I've got some novel
ideas using neon and crystal. And we could make
little crosses for people to put on their ox carts or wear
around their necks. It might even turn into a finance-
generating ministry of its own."

"But you don't buy crosses. You die on them. If
you really want to help, you can come with me and we
can both be put on crosses.”

"Hold on! The cross is your responsibility. 1 just
wanted to make a donation.
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TIME IS LIFE!

IF YOU "KILL TIME" YOU
ARE DESTROYING YOUR
OWN LIFE!

INVEST TIME INSTEAD
OF WASTING IT.
(CoLossians 45

TURN IDLE MOMENTS

INTO OPPORTUNITIES

TO LEARN, BE CREATIVE,
AND IMPROVE RELATIONS
WITH GOD, AND OTHER
PEOPLE.

(I THESSALONIANS 5:18)
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FOOLISHNESS 1S ONE OF
THE BIGGEST TIME-WASTERS

IN QUR SOCIETY. (proveRss K5ls)
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PRACTICE GOING FOR PER-
IODS OF TIME WITHOUT
SAYING OR DOING ANYTHING
FOOLISH. You MﬂldigT%}q I-II’ElFé‘S

FEEL GOOD BY
TO THEM OR SAYING NICE
THINGS...AND REALLY
MEANING IT !

SOON YOU WILL LEARN
TO THINK BEFORE
EVERYTHING YOU SaAY.
MUCH THAT WE SAY
IS A WASTE OF TIME,
RATION YOUR WORDS AND
CUT OUT UNNECESSARY
CHATTER. PEOPLE AP-
PRECIATE GOOD LISTEN-
ERS MORE THAN THEY
DO BIG TALKERS,

THERE ARE A LOT OF
THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH

IME:

BUT YOU CAN'T DO THEM
ALL! YOU MUST SORT OUT

YOUR PRIQRITIES.
EATING, SLEEPING AND REC- UNFORTUNATELY, THE BIGGEST
REATION ARE NECESSARY PART OF OUR LIVES REVOLVES

FOR GOOD PHYSICAL DE-
VELOPMENT.

TIME WITH FAMILY AND
FRIENDS, IS NECESSARY FOR
GOOD SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT.

STUDY 1S NECESSARY FOR
GOOD MENTAL DEVELOPMENT
AND TIME FOR GOD AND
OTHERS 1S NECESSARY FOR

GOOD SPIRITUAL DEVEL-

OPMENT.

AROUND MAKING MONEY.
THERE IS LITTLE TIME LEFT
FOR ALL THE OTHER IMPORT-
ANT THINGS. (LUKE I2:15-20)
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S0 WE HAVE DECIDED TO MAKE
MONEY OUR LAST PRIORITY.

(mr.6:33) IN FACT WE NEVER
SEEM To HAVE TIME FORIT.
(Tn10:10) INSTEAD, CUR TIME 1S
FULL OF HEALTHY, SPIRITUALLY
REWARDING EXPERIENCES.

DON'T WASTE YOUR TIME
WORKING FOR THINGS
THAT HAVE NO FEELINGS.

YOU CAN FIND PLENTY OF
PRACTICAL WAYS TO HELP
OTHERS. GIVE THEM YOUR
TIME AND YOULL BE GIVING
THEM YOUR LIFE ! G an316)

&

TO WRITE TO US TODAY'!
TELL US A LITTLE
ABOUT YOURSELFE, AND
WE'LL SEND SOME MORE
OF THESE BOOKLETS.
BOX AG78 SYDNEY STH. 2000
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23. Help!

Things have not always been easy for the
Jesus Christians. They have faced opposi-
tion from many sources. (Write for their book
"Excommunicated" to get a better understand-
ing of this.) The number of people who have
been willing to stand with them in their war
against greed has been unbelievably small.
Yet they continue to spread their message
around the globe, and to look for others who
are willing to live and work with them.

During one particularly low period, when
the Jesus Christians were feeling that their
efforts to inspire others to follow the teach-
ings of Jesus were getting nowhere, they
produced a cartoon booklet that expressed
those exact feelings. We will finish this book
with that cartoon.

Direct all enquiries to:

Jesus Christians
Box A678, Sydney South 1235, Australia

email: fold@idl.net.au
web: http://cust.idl.net.au/fold/
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23.

HELP! 183

MASSES OF PEOPLE CAN
MAKE ONE INDIVIDUAL FEEL
PRETTY HELPLESS.

A\
\\\x\\\

WIERD DRESS, GRAFFIT] AND
UNUSUAL BEHAVIOUR CAN
ATTRACT ATTENTION, BUT FEW
PEOPLE KNOW WHAT TO SKY
AFTER THEY GET A PLATFORM.

VEN SO-CALLED
FORUMS FOR PUBLIC
DEBATE HAVE TURNED INTO
UNTHINKING ARENAS FOR
BIGOTRY ATTENDED BY
PEOPLE WHO TAKE PLEASURE
IN PSYCHOLOGICAL
BLOOD-LETTING

AND, WITH TIME, THEY (AN
ROB HIM OF HIS IDENTITY.
.z-

WE DON'T WANT T0
BE JUST LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE. WE ARE NOT HAPPY WITH
THE WORLD AS IT IS NOW. BUT
THERE ARE VERY FEW WAYS

SELVES HEARD.

WE ARE FIGHTING
FOR LOVE, FOR HONESTY,
FOR SANITY...IN A WORLD
WHICH SEEMS TO HAVE TRADED
THEM ALL FOR POPULARITY,
CHEAP THRILLS AND BIG
BANK BALANCES.
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23. HELP! 185

ARE WE FIGHTING A LOS:
ING BATTLE ?

SMALL ACTS OF KINDNESS
GO A LONG WAY TOWARD

BUT."ITS BETTER TO HAVE
LOVED 3 LOST THAN NEVER
TO HAVE LOVED AT ALL
DANIEL 11:31:35

WE LIVE IN DARK TIMES.
[DOLATRY (MATERIALISM,
GREED, CAPITALISM, THE
LOVE OF MONEY,OR WHAT-
EVER YOU WANT TO (ALL IT)
HAS DESTROYED THE SOUL
OF MAN, RROKEN DOWN ALL
HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS, AND
ROBBED THE WORLD OF SANITY,

IF SOMEONE DOESNT SPEAK
OUT AGAINST IDOLATRY NOW,
IT MAY SOON BE TOO LATE.

MATTHEW 24: 12713

.13.

BUT WE WOULD TRADE IT ALL
FOR ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO 1S
WILLING TO GIVE UP EVERY-

THING FOR LOYE 8 HONESTY.

TO BE QUITE HONEST WE
ARE GETTING DISCOURAGED.

WELP!

WE MAY EVENTUALLY SUC-

CUMB TO THE OVERWHELM-

ING TIDE OF APATHY THAT

HAS ENGULFED OUR PLANET.
=1 1-

LOOK OUT FOR
I ONLY NUMBER ONE!
HAVE FAITH ¢
IN MYSELF! ~

LOVE?
WHAT'S
LOVE?

‘
>3
B

= -

CAN YOU HELP
US MAKE A FINAL PLEA
FOR LOVE AND SANITY TOA
DYING WORLD? PLEASE
WRITE TO US TODAY!

BOX A6T78 STH. SYDNEY 200Q
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The Bin Raiders

An exciting 177-page novel based on true life
incidents in the lives of Jesus Christians living
in Australia and the United Kingdom.

Available from:
Box A678
Sydney South 1235
Australia

Please include a small donation to cover postage and printing costs.
Thank you.
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ARMAGEDDON

for beginners

Armageddon
for Beginners

Bible prophecy made easy in this 200-page
step by step guide to the end of the world!

Available from:
Box A678
Sydney South 1235
Australia

Please include a small donation to cover postage and printing costs.
Thank you.
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easy english

The Liberator

This giant 96-page comic illustrates the entire
Gospel of Luke in easy to read modern English.

Available from:
Box A678
Sydney South 1235
Australia

Please include a small donation to cover postage and printing costs.
Thank you.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 189

4

Leo Tolstoy

A Confession, &
What | Believe

A powerful testimony and teaching from one of
the greatest writers of all time, translated into
Easy English in a single 250-page volume.

Available from:
Box A678, Sydney South 1235, Australia

Please include a small donation to cover postage and printing costs.
Thank you.



